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To  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scotland, 

and  the  Local  Authority  for  the  Burgh  of  Greenock. 


Lad i es  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Burgh  for  the  year  1938. 

This  year  statistics  have  produced  some  remarkable 
figures.  The  general  death-rate,  the  infantile  mortality-rate 
and  the  maternal  death-rate  are  all  record  low  figures.  The 
birth-rate  also  is  the  lowest  ever  known  in  the  Burgh.  Apart 
from  these  figures  there  is  nothing  of  unusual  importance  to 
which  attention  might  be  drawn. 

The  Air  Raid  Precautions  organisation  has  placed  a new 
and  very  weighty  responsibility  and  a considerable  volume 
of  ex  ra  work  of  unusual  character  upon  the  Department,  and 
although  much  result  was  not  obvious  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
considerable  progress  has  been  made. 

The  Superannuation  Act  has  again  caused  the  loss  of  a 
member  of  the  staff,  Miss  Helen  C.  Bog.  She  always  kept  the 
interest  of  the  Department  before  her,  and  gave  in  all  twenty- 
six  years  of  faithful,  painstaking  and  ungrudging  service. 

I have  again  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  staff  of  my  de- 
partment for  their  ever  ready  help  and  constant  loyalty,  and 
to  my  colleagues  in  the  Corporation  for  their  courtesy 
and  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

Alexander  John  stone, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 


3rd  August,  1939. 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 

1938. 

Population  as  estimated  at  the  middle  of  1938,  81,297 

Acreage  of  Burgh,  3,739 

Density  of  population  per  acre,  21.65 

Birth-rate,  20.2 

Illegitimate  birth-rate  per  100  births,  4.5 

Marriage-rate  (uncorrected),  .....  6.9 

Death-rate — all  causes,  12.8 

Death-rate — all  tuberculosis,  1.09 

Death-rate — tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system,  0.79 

Death-rate — non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  0.30 

Death-rate — principal  epidemic  diseases,  0.39 

Infantile  mortality  rate,  75. 

All  rates  given  are  corrected  for  transfers  except  where  other- 
wise indicated. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  DISTRICTS. 


A — EAST  DISTRICT— corresponds  to  municipal  wards  Nos. 
I.,  IT.,  and  III. 

B— EAST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT — corresponds  to  municipal 
wards  Nos.  IV.  and  V. 

C— WEST  CENTRAL  DISTRICT — corresponds  to  municipal 
wards  Nos.  VI.  and  VII. 

D WEST  DISTRICT— corresponds  to  municipal  ward  No 
VIII. 
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Medical 

For 


Officer’s  Report 

the  Year  1938. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  popu- 
lation of  the  burgh  to  the  middle  of  1938  is  81,297  and  this 
figure  has  been  used  as  the  basis  of  all  statistical  calculations 
except  where  otherwise  indicated. 

This  estimated  population  shows  an  increase  of  340  over 
last  year’s  figure. 

The  natural  increase  of  population  is  604.  This  shows  an 
increase  on  last  year’s  figure  of  485,  and  is  also  above  the 
average  for  the  last  ten  years,  namely  596. 

Births  and  Birth-rate. — The  number  of  births  registered 
during  193$  was  1,643.  This  number  on  correction  becomes 
1,646  (844  males  and  802  females)  and  the  equivalent  rate  is 
20.2.  Last  year’s  figure  was  21.6  and  the  average  for  the  last 
five  years  is  20.90.  This  is  the  lowest  birth-rate  ever  recorded 
in  the  burgh. 

The  rate  for  the  whole  of  Scotland  is  17.7. 

Tables  I.  to  IV.  give  further  information  on  this  subject. 

Infantile  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  children 
under  one  year  of  age  was  123,  a considerable  decrease  on  last 
year’s  figure  of  169,  and  also  well  below  the  average  for  the 
last  ten  years,  namely,  177.  The  corresponding  infantile 
mortality  rate  is  75  which  is  the  lowest  rate  on  record  in  the 
burgh.  Last  year’s  figure  was  97  and  the  last  10  yearly  average 
101.' 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  Scotland  was  70. 

Atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus  was  responsible  for  .30.89 
per  cent,  of  the  total  infantile  deaths,  premature  births  for 
10.56,  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  for  10.56,  and  bronchitis  for 
6.50. 
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Deaths  and  Death-rate. — The  number  of  deaths  registered 
in  the  burgh  was  1,068.  When  corrected  for  transfers  this 
figure  becomes  1,042  (561  males  and  481  females).  The  cor- 
responding death-rate  is  12.8.  This  figure  is  considerably 
lower  than  last  year,  when  it  was  15.6,  and  is  also  well  below 
the  average  for  the  last  five  years  1 122.  This  is  the  lowest 
death-rate  on  record  in  the  burgh.  The  average  age  at  death 
was  approximately  55  years. 

The  general  death-rate  for  Scotland  was  12.6. 

Causes  of  Death. — The  following  were  the  chief  causes  of 
death  during  1938: — Heart  disease,  173;  cancer,  115;  cerebral 
haemorrhage,  90;  tuberculosis  (all  forms),  89;  congenital 
debility,  66;  old  age,  64;  pneumonia,  59;  bronchitis,  57; 
violence,  44;  diseases  of  nervous  system  and  sense  organs,  37 ; 
nephritis,  32. 

Tables  TI.  and  TII.  give  further  information  regarding  causes 
of  death,  which  may  be  conveniently  grouped  as  follows: — 

Principal  Epidemic  Diseases. — Influenza  was  the  cause  of 
13  deaths  (11  of  which  were  in  persons  over  55  years  of  age), 
scarlet  fever  was  responsible  for  6 deaths,  diphtheria  for  3. 
measles  for  2,  whooping  cough  for  2,  and  6 were  efue  to  other 
epidemic  diseases. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause,  therefore, 
was  32,  which  produce  a death-rate  of  0.39.  These  figures  are 
much  lower  than  the  corresponding  figures  for  last  year,  viz., 
96  and  1.18,  and  are  also  less  than  the  last  quinquennial 
averages  69  and  0.86. 

Tuberculous  Diseases. — During  the  year  the  number  of  deaths 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  64,  and  the  corresponding 
death-rate  0.78,  as  against  82  deaths  and  a rate  of  1.01  last 
year.  The  average  rate  for  the  last  five  years  was  0.81. 

Tuberculosis  of  other  organs  gave  25  deaths,  the  same 
number  as  last  year.  The  non-pulmonary  rate  is  0.30,  which 
is  virtually  the  same  as  last  year’s  rate  of  0.31,  but  is  above 
the  last  quinquennial  average  of  0.21. 

The  total  tuberculosis  death-rate  is,  therefore,  1.09,  which 
is  lower  than  last  year’s  figure  of  1.32,  but  slightly  above  the 
average  for  the  last  five  years  1.03. 
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The  rate  for  all  Scotland  is  0.69,  pulmonary,  0.52,  non- 
pulmonary,  0.17. 

Malignant  Disease. — Cancer  in  its  various  forms  was  respon- 
sible for  115  deaths  (49  males  and  66  females),  and  the  death- 
rate  was  1.41.  Last  year’s  number  of  deaths  was  129  and  the 
rate  1.59.  The  average  number  of  deaths  for  the  last  ten 
years  is  119  (56  males  and  63  females)  and  the  death-rate  1.48 
(males  0.70,  females  0.78). 

Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System.— The  number  of  deaths 
from  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  was  190,  of  which  173 
were  from  diseases  of  the  heart  and  17  from  other  causes.  The 
heart  disease  death-rate  is  2.12,  which  is  lower  than  the  cor- 
responding figure  for  last  year,  namely  2.30,  but  higher  than 
the  last  five  yearly  average  2.06. 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System. — These  diseases  produced 
128  deaths  during  the  year,  which  figure  gives  an  equivalent 
death-rate  of  1.57.  These  figures  are  markedly  lower  than 
those  of  1937,  which  were  190  deaths  and  a rate  of  2.34.  The 
average  number  for  the  last  ten  years  is  181  and  the  rate  2.25. 

Pneumonia  was  responsible  for  59  of  the  total  respiratory 
deaths  and  the  death-rate  from  this  cause  is  0.72.  Last  year 
the  number  was  88  and  the  death-rate  1.08,  the  average  death- 
rate  for  the  last  five  years  being  1.07.  Of  these  deaths  13 
occurred  in  children  under  one  year,  16  in  children  aged  1-5 
years,  and  seven  in  persons  over  the  age  of  65. 

Pronchitis  accounted  for  57  deaths,  and  of  these  8 were  in 
children  under  the  age  of  5,  while  34  were  in  persons  over  65 
years  of  age.  The  death-rate  was  0.70  as  against  1 .06  last  year, 
and  the  previous  quinquennial  average  0.75. 

Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System  and  Sense  Organs. — The 
deaths  classified  under  this  group  number  127,  of  which  90 
were  due  to  cerebral  haemorrhage,  embolism  or  thrombosis. 
The  death-rate  from  this  cause  is  1.10  as  against  1.39  last  year 
and  the  last  five  yearly  average  1.38. 

Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System. — Deaths  referable  to  the 
digestive  system  numbered  69,  of  which  27  were  due  to  diar- 
rhoea and  enteritis  and  of  these  13  were  in  children  under  1 
year  of  age.  Eleven  were  caused  by  gastric  or  duodenal  ulcer, 
11  by  diseases  of  the  liver,  6 by  appendicitis,  and  14  by  other 
digestive  diseases. 
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The  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  and  enteritis  in 
children  under  one  year  of  age  was  24  in  1937  and  the  last 
quinquennial  mean  is  19. 

Diseases  of  the  Genito-  Urinary  System. — The  deaths  from 
diseases  of  this  system  totalled  45,  of  which  32  were  due  to 
nephritis  and  13  to  other  conditions. 

Diseases  of  Pregnancy  and  Childbirth. — The  Registrar 
General  shows  6 deaths  from  this  cause,  2 being  due  to  puer- 
peral sepsis,  and  4 to  other  puerperal  causes. 

The  following  Table  gives  the  Registrar  General’s  puerperal 
death  figures  for  the  period  1900-1938,  along  with  figures 
calculated  in  this  department,  which,  being  the  result  of  con- 
siderable detailed  investigation,  probably  give  a more  true 
indication  of  the  maternal  death-rate  : — 


Period. 

Death-rate  from 
Puerperal  Sepsis, 
Registrar  General. 

Death-rate  from 
Other  Puerperal 
Cause1?, 

Registrar  General. 

Total  Puerperal 
Death-rate. 
Registrar  General. 

Maternal 
Death-rate 
Public  Health 
Department- 

1900-1904, 

2.46 

2.84 

5.31 



1905-1909, 

1.59 

3.53 

5.13 

— 

1910-1914, 

1.26 

5.37 

6.63 

— 

1915-1919, 

0.88 

4.95 

5.83 

— 

1920-1924, 

1.58 

4.71 

6.29 

— 

1925-1929, 

1.80 

4.16 

5.96 

— 

1930, 

— 

4.76 

4.76 

5.82 

1931, 

1.62 

6.49 

8.11 

8.11 

1932, 

1.76 

5.28 

7.04 

5.87 

1933, 

3.05 

4.27 

7.32 

6.71 

1934, 

0.60 

4.21 

4.81 

4.21 

1930-1934, 

1.40 

5.00 

6.40 

6.14 

1935, 

1.77 

4.72 

6.49 

7.67 

1936, 

1.83 

4.28 

6.11 

7.34 

1937, 

0.57 

4.57 

5.14 

5.14 

1938, 

1.21 

2.43 

3.65 

3.65 

The  maternal  death-rate  for  Scotland  was  4.9. 


Investigation  in  this  department  shows  that  there  were  in  all 
10  maternal  deaths  as  against  14  last  year. 

The  causes  of  death  may  be  classified  as  follows  : — 

(I)  Conditions  connected  with  pregnancy  and  parturition,  6 


Sepsis,  -------  i 

Septic  abortion, 1 

Concealed  haemorrhage,  ...  i 

Placenta  praevia, 1 

Phclgmasia  alba  dolens,  ...  1 

Obstetric  Shock,  - - - - - 1 
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(II)  Conditions  associated  with,  but  not  directly 
connected  with  pregnancy  or  parturition, 

Pneumonia,  ------  2 

Tuberculosis  of  Lungs,  - - - 1 

Chronic  nephritis,  - 1 
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Seven  of  these  cases  received  what  would  appear  to  have 
been  adequate  ante-natal  supervision — 5 attending  the 
Corporation  ante-natal  clinics  regularly  and  2 being  under  the 
supervision  of  their  own  doctor — in  2 cases  the  supervision 
was  obviously  inadequate,  and  in  the  other  there  was  no 
supervision  at  all. 


Diseases  of  Early  Infancy  and  Congenital  M alf  or  motions. — 
Deaths  front  these  causes  numbered  66  and  may  be  classified 
as  follows: — Atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus,  38;  premature 
birth,  17;  congenital  malformations,  7;  injury  at  birth,  2; 
congenital  heart  disease,  1 ; atelectasis,  1.  Last  year’s  number 
was  57  and  the  average  for  the  last  five  years  is  74.  Further 
information  regarding  diseases  of  children  under  one  year  of 
age  will  be  found  in  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  section  of 
the  report. 

Violent  Deaths. — These  numbered  44,  of  which  4 were 
apparently  suicides  (3  males,  1 female),  and  40  accidental  (23 
males,  17  females).  The  corresponding  figures  for  last  year 
were  8 suicides  (5  males,  3 females)  and  48  other  violent 
deaths  (31  males,  17  females),  while  the  average  for  the  last 
ten  years  was  6 deaths  from  suicide  and  37  from  other 
violence. 


Statistical  Comparison.— The  following  table  gives  a com- 
parison of  the  various  rates  in  the  Public  Health  Districts,  and 
the  average  age  at  death  as  estimated  in  this  Department : — 


A. 

East. 

H. 

East 

Central. 

C. 

West 

Central. 

r>. 

West. 

Population, 

27,724 

14,087 

25,341 

14,142 

Derrsitv  per  acre, 

21.65 

103.58 

33.04 

9.09 

Birth-rate, 

31.99 

12.77 

18.38 

13.08 

Infantile  morlalit  v-rate,  ... 

65.38 

66.66 

87.98 

64.86 

General  death-rate, 

14.89 

9.58 

10.92 

15.34 

Tuberculosis  death-rate, 

1.83 

0.42 

0.94 

0.56 

Average  age  at  death, 

sS2.03 

58.60 

54.03 

62.48 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  ascertained 
during  the  year  1938  was  1,924,  which  is  well  below  last  year's 
figure  of  4,233,  and  also  below  the  mean  of  the  previous 
quinquennium  3,360.  The  incidence  rate  of  infectious  disease 
in  the  community  as  a whole  during  the  year  was  23.66  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

Further  information  regarding  infectious  disease  will  be 
found  in  Tables  V.  to  VIII. 

Measles. — There  were  90  cases  of  this  disease  notified 
during  the  year,  of  which  58  occurred  in  children  under  the 
age  of  5.  There  were  2 deaths,  both  of  which  occurred  in 
children  under  5.  The  incidence  rate  over  the  age  period 
0 - 5 is,  therefore,  7.05,  the  death-rate  0.24,  and  the  case 
mortality  rate  3.44  per  cent. 

Last  year  2,020  cases  were  notified  and  the  average  for  the 
last  five  years  is  1,201.  Two  cases  had  also  whooping-cough 
and  five  cases  in  all  were  removed  to  hospital.  The  months  of 
highest  incidence  were  June,  August,  and  July. 

There  was  no  need  to  make  any  special  arrangement  for 
visitation  and  supervision  during  the  year. 

Whooping  Cough. — One  hundred  and  fifty-four  cases  were 
notified,  with  the  highest  incidence  in  November.  December 
and  May.  Last  year’s  figure  was  1,055,  and  the  last  quin- 
quennial mean  646.  Two  cases  had  also  measles  and  one 
scarlet  fever. 

The  number  of  cases  in  children  under  five  years  of  age  was 
76,  and  there  were  two  deaths  during  that  period  of  life.  The 
incidence  rate  of  the  age  period  0 - 5 is,  therefore,  9.24,  the 
death-rate  0.24,  and  the  case  mortality  rate  2.63  per  cent. 

As  in  the  case  of  measles,  there  was  no  need  to  make  special 
arrangements  for  visitation  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever. — Five  hundred  and  twenty-four  cases  were 
notified,  with  the  highest  incidence  in  September,  October, 
November  and  December.  Last  year’s  figure  was  219,  and  the 
average  for  the  last  five  years  388.  There  were  6 deaths.  Two 
cases  had  also  chickenpox  and  one  had  whooping-cough.  The 
incidence  rate  over  the  whole  population  was  6.44,  and  the 
case  mortality  rate  1.14  per  cent. 
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Diphtheria. — There  were  85  cases  of  diphtheria  discovered 
during  the  year.  The  number  last  year  was  48,  and  the  last 
five  yearly  average  is  125.  The  incidence  rate  over  the  whole 
population  is  1.04,  and  as  the  deaths  numbered  3,  the  death- 
rate  is  0.03,  and  the  case  mortality  rate  3.52  per  cent. 

One  of  the  cases  occurred  in  Smithston  Asylum  and  all 
contacts  were  swabbed.  Four  of  these  gave  a positive  result 
and  were  isolated.  Two  of  these  contacts  cleared  up  with 
local  treatment  of  the  throat,  but  two  others  continued  to  give 
positive  swabs.  This  condition,  however,  was  finally  dealt 
with  by  removal  of  the  tonsils  of  these  two  patients. 

Contacts.— Swabbing  of  the  throats  of  contacts  of  diphtheria 
cases  was  carried  out  in  101  instances  where  it  appeared  to 
be  necessary  and  7 such  persons  gave  a positive  result.  All 
of  them  were  admitted  to  hospital,  and  4 developed  symptoms 
of  the  disease. 

Immunisation. — In  this  country  diphtheria  is  probably  the 
most  dangerous  disease  to  which  school  children  are  liable  and 
yet  when  complete  protection  is  offered  against  it  the  response 
of  parents  is  so  meagre  that  it  is  only  the  bare  truth  to  say 
that  in  Greenock  the  stage  of  immunity  against  diphtheria  is 
completely  unsatisfactory. 

The  method  at  present  used  to  draw  attention  to  the 
benefits  of  immunisation  is  to  distribute  to  each  child  in  the 
schools  an  envelope  containing  information  regarding  the 
facilities  available,  with  the  request  that  this  be  taken  home 
to  the  parents.  A postcard  is  included  in  the  envelope  for  the 
parent  to  enter  the  names  of  members  of  the  family  it  is 
desired  to  have  immunised,  and  when  this  card  is  returned 
to  the  Public  Health  Department  arrangements  are  made  for 
immunisation  to  be  carried  out. 


The  following  figures  show  how  disappointing  has  been  the 
response  to  the  offer  of  this  excellent  method  of  protection  : — 


Number  of  circulars  issued,  ... 

3,674 

Number  of  replies  received,  ... 

380 

10% 

Number  who  attended  on  request, 
Number  who  completed  the  course  of 

300 

8% 

injections,  - 

Number  who  returned  to  have  the  result 

264 

7.2% 

tested,  ------ 

140 

3.8% 
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One  hundred  and  twenty-four  persons  who  had  injections 
but  did  not  return  for  final  testing  cannot  be  sure  that  the 
result  has  been  satisfactory,  although  fortunately  in  most 
cases  the  injections  will  have  taken  effect.  Reactions  were 
few-only  six  in  number — and  all  were  local  only  at  the  site  of 
injection.  Every  one  cleared  up  in  a very  short  time. 

The  immunising  injections  given  are  at  the  most  three  in 
number,  depending  on  the  age  of  the  child,  and  are  given  at 
weekly  intervals.  After  a period  of  three  months,  by  which 
time  the  injections  have  taken  effect,  a skin-test  is  performed 
to  prove  the  efficacy  of  the  treatment.  During  1938  in  only 
two  children  were  the  injections  found  to  have  been  non- 
effective,  but  after  another  course  that  result  was  reversed. 

The  immunising  clinic  is  held  at  4 Terrace  Road  on  Saturday 
mornings  and  full  information  can  be  obtained  at  the  Public 
Health  Department,  or  from  any  of  the  doctors  in  the  burgh. 
Leaflets  are  available  at  the  Public  Health  Department  and 
posters  were  displayed  during  the  year  to  draw  public 
attention  to  this  very  useful  service.  Treatment  is  completely 
free. 

In  the  town  of  Hamilton,  Ontario,  Canada,  the  population  is 
155,000 — approximately  double  that  of  Greenock — and  40,000 
attend  schools  or  colleges.  Hamilton  is  well  known  as  one  of 
the  very  earliest  cities  in  Canada  to  carry  out  immunisation 
against  diphtheria  on  a large  scale.  In  1922  when  the  work  was 
begun  the  population  was  118,243,  there  were  747  cases  of 
diphtheria,  with  32  deaths.  “ From  then  on  ” says  the  Lancet 
report  “ the  record  is  one  of  rapid  and  unfaltering  reduction  ”; 
in  1924,  501  cases  and  32  deaths  ; in  1926,  121  cases  and  3 deaths  ; 
in  1927,  11  cases  and  1 death;  in  1931,  5 cases  and  no  deaths; 
1 case  in  1932;  3 in  1933,  and  since  then  none.  This  complete 
victory  is  rightly  regarded  as  one  of  the  proudest  achievements 
of  th  ’ Public  Health  Department  of  Hamilton. 

Greenock  could  do  the  same. 

Chickf.npox. — Six  hundred  and  ninety-seven  cases  were 
notified  during  the  year,  mostly  during  March,  June,  February, 
May  and  January.  There  were  no  deaths.  The  number  last 
year  was  537,  and  the  last  five  yearly  average  668.  Two  cases 
had  also  been  scarlet  fever  and  2 had  mumps. 
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Mumps.— One  hundred  and  fifty-six  cases  in  all  were  notified 
to  the  department,  with  the  highest  incidence  in  March,  May 
and  April. 

Entf.ric  Fever. — Four  cases  of  this  group  were  notified  as 
against  14  last  year,  and  a previous  quinquennial  average  of  6. 
There  were  no  deaths. 

Two  of  the  cases  were  typhoid  fever,  one  was  af  paratyphoid 
B.  type,  while  one  was  later  diagnosed  as  nephritis. 

As  a result  of  the  monthly  examination  of  urine  and  faeces 
of  the  patients  who  had  suffered  from  typhoid  fever  in 
Smithston  Asylum  during  1937,  four  patients  were  found  to  be 
carrying  typhoid  bacilli  during  1938  and  were  removed  to  the 
“ carrier  ” block  at  Hawkhead  Asylum,  Glasgow.  These 
examinations  were  continued  throughout  the  year. 

Dysentery. — Ten  cases  of  dysentery  were  notified,  but  only 
two  of  these  were  verified  bacteriologically,  both  being  of  the 
Flexner  type.  Four  of  the  cases  were  removed  to  hospital. 

During  March  there  occurred  in  Gateside  Hospital  a con- 
siderable number  of  very  mild  cases  of  diarrhoea  which  were 
bacteriologically  proved  to  be  dysentery  of  the  “ Sonne  ” type. 
Investigation  showed  that  the  infection  had  occurred  in  the 
milk  supply,  and  the  source  of  the  infection  was  dealt  with 
by  the  County  Health  Department. 

Pneumonia. — Ninety-seven  cases  were  discovered,  43  being 
of  acute  primary  type,  9 influenzal,  and  45  presumably 
secondary  to  some  other  infection.  The  highest  incidence 
occurred  in  the  months  of  December,  February  and  January. 
The  last  year’s  figure  was  141  and  the  average  for  the  last 
five  years  is  119.  Twelve  cases  were  removed  to  hospital  and 
the  number  of  deaths  was  59. 

Anterior  Poliomyelitis. — Ten  cases  of  this  disease  were 
notified,  but  in  one  the  diagnosis  was  later  altered  to  ^ 
“ arthritis  ”.  The  remaining  9 cases  were  all  discovered  about 
the  same  time  during  July  and  August,  and  although  con- 
siderable investigation  was  carried  out  no  source  of  infection 
common  to  all  of  them  was  discovered.  Four  cases  were 
removed  to  Gateside  Hospital,  one  of  these  being  later  trans- 
ferred to  the  Royal  Infirmary  for  orthopoedic  treatment,  3 
were  treated  in  the  Royal  Infirmary  after  the  acute  illness  had 
passed,  and  the  remaining  two  were  treated  at  home, 
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One  case  died  in  the  acute  stage  of  the  illness : two  were 
resident  in  Gourock  and  their  present  condition  is  not  known: 
the  remaining  six  all  appear  to  have  some  degree  of  disability, 
but  in  only  one  case  can  this  be  said  to  be  a serious  handicap. 
Most  of  then  are  still  under  orthopoedic  treatment. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. — There  were  no  cases  of  this 
disease  notified  during  the  year. 

Smallpox. — There  were  no  cases  of  this  disease  during  1938. 

Vaccination. — The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  east 
and  west  registration  districts  of  the  burgh  during  1937  was 
1,711.  By  the  end  of  the  year  under  review  293  of  these 
children  had  been  successfully  vaccinated,  15  were  found  to  be 
constitutionally  insusceptible,  110  had  died  before  vaccination 
had  been  carried  out,  in  5 a medical  certificate  of  postponement 
had  been  issued,  and  44  had  left  the  district  or  were  otherwise 
unaccounted  for,  while  declarations  of  conscientious  objecti  n 
had  been  made  in  respect  of  1,244.  Of  the  children  available 
for  vaccinating,  therefore,  72  per  cent,  were  not  vaccinated. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-five  vaccinations  were  carried  out  on 
117  children  under  the  maternity  and  child  welfare  scheme 
at  the  Corporation  clinics.  In  82  cases  vaccination  was 
successful  on  the  first  occasion,  in  22  on  the  second,  in  5 on  the 
third,  while  in  8 cases  vaccination  was  unsuccessful  after 
three  attempts,  and  the  children  were  considered  insuscep- 
tible. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia: — 

(b)— Total  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  area  of  the 
Local  Authority  (corrected  figures  as  finally  diagnosed) : 


(a)  Puerperal  Fever  (Maternity  Hospital,  0),  - - 3 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Maternity  Hospital,  7),  - 13 

(II). — Total  number  of  cases  removed  to  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital : — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  (Maternity  Hospital,  0),  - - 2 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Maternity  Hospital,  6),  - 9 

fill.) — Total  number  of  deaths: — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  (Maternity  Hospital,  0),  - - 2 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Maternity  Hospital,  0),  - 0 

(IV.) — Number  of  cases  following  instrumental  delivery: — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  (Maternity  Hospital,  0),  0 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Maternity  Hospital,  3),  - 5 
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( V). — Number  of  deaths  occurring  in  cases  under  IV : — 

(a)  Puerperal  Fever  (Maternity  Hospital,  0),  - - 0 

(b)  Puerperal  Pyrexia  (Maternity  Hospital,  0),  - 0 

(VI.)— Number  of  cases  where  the  Local  Authority  provided  on 
the  request  of  medical  practicioners  : — 

(i)  Consultant  Service  (included  under  Child  Welfare),  0 


(ii)  Bacteriological  Examinations,  - 0 

(iii)  Skilled  Nursing  at  Home,  -----  0 

(iv)  Hospital  Treatment,  - - - - - - 11 

Puerperal  Fever,  -----  2 

Puerperal  Pyrexia,  -----  9 

(VII.) — Observation  on  the  working  of  the  Regulations.  Nil. 


Investigation.- — Three  cases  of  puerperal  fever  were  notified 
with  two  deaths. 

In  one  case  the  source  of  the  infection  would  appear  to  have 
been  autogenous.  The  patient  had  septic  sores  on  the  head  and 
elsewhere  and  her  environment  was  filthy.  This  was  a pre- 
mature confinement  with  congenital  abnormalities  in  the 
foetus,  which  died  in  a few  hours.  Pyrexia  developed  on  the 
ninth  day  when  the  patient  was  removed  to  and  died  in  hospital. 

The  second  case  occurred  following  induction  of  abortion  at 
5 months  for  toxaemia,  with  manual  removal  of  the  placenta. 
Following  delivery  there  was  an  acute  exacerbation  of  a 
chronic  pelvic  infection. 

The  third  was  a case  of  septicaemia  following  criminal 
abortion,  which  ended  fatally. 

The  information  elicited  by  investigation  of  cases  notified  as 
Puerperal  Pyrexia  may  be  summarised  as  follows: — 

(I)  Age  of  Patients.— Under  20,  1 ; 20-24,  3 ; 25-29,  3 ; 30-34,  4 ; 35-39,  2. 

(II)  Number  of  confinement. — First,  9;'  third,  3;  fourth,  1. 

(HI)  Nature  of  attendance. — Midwife,  3;  doctor,  3;  institution,  5; 
midwife,  doctor  and  institution,  2. 

(IV)  Nature  of  confinement. — Normal,  8;  forceps,  5. 

PREVENTION  OF  DISEASE. 

The  prevention  of  disease  is  the  chief  public  health  function 
of  the  Local  Authority.  Numerous  measures  are  used  all  over 
the  country  directly  or  indirectly  to  this  end,  and  have  been 
acting  with  steadily  increasing  power  for  generations. 
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The  improvement  and  protection  of  water  supply,  the 
institution  and  maintenence  of  sewerage  arrangements,  the 
constant  supervision  of  the  general  sanitation,  the  provision 
of  good,  well-spaced  and  hygienically  situated  houses — to 
name  only  a few — are  all  measures  of  the  first  importance  in 
the  promotion  of  health  and  the  prevention  of  disease.  These 
are  the  measures  which  have  altered  this  country  and  this 
burgh  from  the  pestilence-ridden  unpleasant  places  they  once 
were  to  the  comparatively  pleasant  and  safe  places  they  are 
to-day.  They  form  the  community’s  contribution  to  its  own 
safety  and  happiness. 

The  majority  of  individuals  in  the  community  feel  that  they 
have  a share  in  safeguarding  the  general  health  and  carry 
out  their  obvious  duty  with  thought  and  care,  considering  the 
public  weal  along  with  their  own  comfort.  Any  communal 
efforts,  however,  are  only  fully  successful  if  and  when  all  the 
units  in  the  community  do  their  bit,  as  the  chain  of  disease 
prevention  is  only  as  strong  as  its  weakest  link.  In  Greenock, 
like  any  other  similar  community,  there  is  a considerable 
number  of  people  who  by  their  lack  of  thought  and  care,  or  by 
indifference,  or  (it  is  sad  to  have  to  admit  it)  apparently  by 
deliberate  anti-social  behaviour,  tend  to  minimise  the  good 
results  accruing  from  the  communal  effort.  These  are  the 
people  who  foul  water  closets,  used  in  common,  who  choke 
drain  traps  by  putting  down  material  that  could  not  possibly 
get  away,  who  do  not  use  but  abuse  the  ashbins  provided,  who 
allow  their  homes  to  get  into  a filthy  condition,  who,  with 
equanimity,  or  it  would  sometimes  seem,  with  approval,  allow 
their  children  to  disfigure  and  destroy:  these  are  the  people 
who  obstruct  the  prevention  of  disease  by  what  might  be 
called  active  opposition.  Such  people  are  the  enemies  of  the 
common  weal.  They  can  be  dealt  with  by  the  law  in  part,  but 
only  in  part  as  their  deeds  are  difficult  to  bring  home  to  them 
in  court.  Good  example  by  others,  public  opinion,  ventilation 
of  abuses  through  the  press,  and  education  generally,  must  be 
left  to  do  the  major  part  of  the  work. 

There  is,  however,  another  type  of  person  who  indirectly 
obstructs  the  prevention  of  disease,  and  in  a much  less  obvious 
and  culpable  manner:  this  is  the  person  who,  for  one  reason 
or  another,  does  not  take  advantage  of  the  facilities  offered 
for  the  protection  of  himself  and  his  children  against  infecti- 
ous diseases.  Two  typical  examples  are  smallpox  and  diph- 
theria. Vaccination  is  a sure  preventive  of  smallpox.  This  has 
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been  proved  up  to  the  hilt  during  generations  and  it  may  be 
truly  said  that  if  everybody  in  the  burgh  was  successfully 
vaccinated  smallpox  could  come  and  would  die  a natural  death 
for  want  of  victims.  Unfortunately,  as  things  are,  if  smallpox 
came  it  would  go  on  from  strength  to  strength,  for  there  are 
thousands  of  susceptible  people  unprepared  against  it.  Small- 
pox can  and  does  kill,  and  those  it  does  not  kill  is  usually  marks 
for  life.  Every  precaution  is  taken  against  the  introduction 
of  smallpox  to  the  community,  but  there  are  still  avenues  of 
entrance  uncontrolled  and  it  might  without  warning  rear  its 
dreadful  head  at  any  moment.  Vaccination  would  then  be- 
come popular  in  all  probability,  but  that  for  many  people  would 
be  too  late.  The  only  safe  policy  is  to  be  prepared  beforehand. 
Seventy-two  per  cent,  of  the  children  in  Greenock  are  un- 
protected against  smallpox,  and  that  in  the  20th  century! 
There  are  undoubtedly  certain  dangers  of  vaccination,  but 
they  occur  very,  very  infrequently.  There  are  many  more 
dangers  in  crossing  Hamilton  Street,  but  we  still  want  to  get 
to  the  other  side. 

The  problems  associated  with  diphtheria  are  somewhat 
different,  but  the  general  principle  is  the  same.  Any  child 
who  contracts  diphtheria  is  in  grave  danger  of  its  life,  and 
diphtheria  is  always  with  us.  Nobody  knows  when  the  infection 
is  near  him  ; it  is  a lurking  danger  imposed  upon  us  by  town 
life.  It  does  not  require  to  be  brought  in  like  smallpox:  it  is 
among  us  all  the  time. 

We  have  a sure  method  of  preventing  this  disease,  which  is 
nowadays  associated  with  no  danger  whatever.  This  valuable 
protection  has  been  offered  by  the  Corporation  to  all  who  wish 
it,  free  of  charge.  The  response  so  far  has  been  extremely 
meagre  and  disappointing.  Surely  it  must  be  a great  comfort 
to  parents  to  know  that  their  children  cannot  take  diphtheria 
even  although  in  close  contact  with  it. 

Diphtheria  is  spread  to  a certain  extent  by  people  who, 
though  they  themselves  are  immune  to  it,  carry  the  germ  in 
their  throats.  If  a certain  number  of  persons  in  a community 
are  immunised  and  are  thus  protected  against  the  disease, 
they  become  potential  “ carriers  ” and  are  a danger  to  others 
who  are  not  immune.  The  others,  therefore,  should  see  to  it 
that  they  acquire  protection  against  those  who  have  already 
become  protected.  When  the  whole  population  particularly 
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the  child  population — is  immune,  diphtheria  will  have  become 
a disease  about  which  one  has  only  heard.  Probably  the 
majority  of  adults  are  already  immune,  but  there  is  a simple 
method  of  finding  this  out,  and  it  is  surely  worth  while  for 
every  adult  to  know  how  he  stands  with  the  disease. 

Diphtheria  is  preventable,  the  Corporation  offers  the 
means — then  why  do  children  still  die  of  it?  The  answer  rests 
with  the  parents  of  Greenock. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  year  1938  has  been  uneventful  as  far  as  tuberculosis  is 
concerned.  The  death-rate  is  less  than  last  year,  but  is  a little 
above  the  average  of  the  last  five  years. 

Increasing  use  is  being  made  of  the  X-ray  apparatus  installed 
last  year  and  the  results  continue  to  be  very  satisfactory. 

A new  departure  instituted  is  the  administration  of 
pneumothorax  refills  at  the  Public  Health  Department, 
Terrace  Road.  Formerly  patients  had  to  go  to  Bridge-of- Wen- 
Sanatorium  or  to  Glasgow  to  have  this  treatment  carried  out. 
This  arrangement  was  inconvenient  both  for  the  staff  and  for 
the  patients,  so  that  the  new  regime  has  a decided  advantage 
to  all. 

Because  of  the  high  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  in  Port 
Glasgow  the  tuberculosis  wards  in  Gateside  were  still  closed 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  but  re-opened  in  March.  They 
had,  however,  to  be  again  closed  in  October  on  account  of 
scarlet  fever  in  Greenock,  and  remained  closed  at  the  end  of 
the  period. 

Tuberculosis  cases  were  admitted  to  Darnley  and  Johnstone 
Hospitals. 

On  the  retirement  of  Miss  Bog,  a change  was  made  in  the 
administrative  arrangements.  A clerkess  was  appointed,  and 
Miss  McVicar  of  the  Greenock  and  District  Nursing  Associa- 
tion, who  had  previously  been  working  part-time  in  the 
tuberculosis  department,  was  brought  on  whole-time,  her 
duties  to  include  the  visitation  of  tuberculosis  cases  instead 
of  all  the  nurses  of  the  Association,  as  formerly. 
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During  the  year  21  families  in  which  tuberculosis  existed 
were  decrowded  on  that  account. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis: — 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1937  was 
335.  During  1938  there  were  131  new  cases  notified,  and  two 
former  cases  were  re-admitted,  69  died,  13  were  removed  as 
requiring  no  further  supervision,  16  left  the  district,  and  31 
were  removed  as  non-tuberculous,  leaving  339  patients  on  the 
roll  at  the  end  of  1938  (180  males  and  159  females). 

In  addition  126  patients  were  under  supervision  as  suspects 
and  34  of  these  were  ultimately  accepted  as  suffering  from 
tuberculosis. 


Notification. — 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  was  131  (69 
males  and  62  females).  The  number  last  year  was  152  and  the 
last  five  yearly  average  110.  Of  the  notified  cases  28  had  a 
positive  sputum. 


The  age  groups  are  as  follows : — 


Age  Groups. 

Number  of  cases 
notified  during 
year  in  which 
diagnosis  of 
tuberculosis  has 
been  confirmed. 
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i 
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9 
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1 

69 

3 

38 
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i 

— 1 

32 

13 

8 

8 

1 

62 

1 

50 

Forty-one  of  these  patients  died  before  the  end  of  the  year. 
In  addition  4 left  the  district,  and  in  ,23  the  diagnosis  was  not 
confirmed. 
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Dispensary. — 

The  number  of  persons  who  attended  the  dispensary  was 
318,  the  number  of  consultations  being  2,181,  while  332  X-ray 
examinations  of  the  lungs  were  carried  out. 

Of  the  192  new  cases  examined,  92  were  notified  before  being 
seen  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  100  were  referred  for  his 
opinion.  Of  the  latter  34  were  accepted  as  suffering  from 
tuberculosis,  56  were  not  accepted,  and  10  were  still  under 
observation  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Pneumothorax. — 

The  pneumothorax  refill  clinic  is  held  at  4 Terrace  Road 
on  the  days  and  at  the  times  on  which  patients  are  free  to 
attend.  This  often  involves  the  necessity  for  evening  sessions. 
Twelve  patients  attended  at  regular  intervals,  and  since  the 
clinic  started  in  July  68  refills  have  been  administered.  Mention 
has  already  been  made  of  the  benefit  to  patients  in  having  this 
treatment  carried  out  in  Greenock. 

Domiciliary  Treatment. — 

During  the  year  163  persons  received  extra  nourishment  in 
the  form  of  milk,  eggs  or  butter. 

Institutional  Treatment. — 

The  following  Table  shows  the  different  institutions  in  which 
Greenock  patients  were  treated  during  the  year  : — 
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Number  at  1st  January,  1938,  . 
Admitted  during  the  year. 
Treated  during  the  year, 

Total  number  discharged, 

Hied,  

9 

22 
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20 

3 

40 

47 

.87 

29 

7 

48 
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35 

13 
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8 

11 

4 

o 

2 

9 
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Remaining  at  31st  Dec.,  1938, 

8 

51 

1 

5 

i 
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Home  Sup ervisi o n . — 

The  visitation  of  tuberculosis  patients  in  their  homes  was 
carried  out  partly  by  the  nurses  of  the  Greenock  and  District 
Nursing  Association,  and  partly  by  the  whole-time  tuberculosis 
nurse,  who  is  also  on  the  staff  of  the  Association.  The  number 
not  attending  the  dispensary  who  were  under  supervision  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year  was  26,  and  the  average  number 
over  the  period  was  24. 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis: — 

The  number  of  patients  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  1937 
was  236.  During  the  year  35  new  cases  were  notified  and  3 
former  cases  were  re-admitted  to  the  roll,  17  died,  23  were 
removed  as  not  requiring  further  supervision,  4 left  the  district, 
and  9 were  removed  as  non-tuberculous,  leaving  221  (104  males 
and  117  females)  on  the  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Notification. — 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  35  (14  males  and  21 
females)  as  against  47  last  year,  and  47  the  average  for  the  last 
five  years.  Fifteen  of  these  died  before  the  end  of  the  year 
and  in  3 the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed. 


The  age  groups  are  as  follows  : — 
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Tuberculous  Meningitis: — 


Number 

of 

cases  discovered, 

- 

- 

13 

Number 

of 

cases  notified, 

- 

- 

13 

Number 

of 

deaths,  - 

- 

- 

13 

Four  of  the  cases  were  notified  before  death,  9 on  or  after  the 
day  of  death,  and  in  one  case  only  was  there  a positive  family 
history  of  tuberculosis. 


Dispensary. — 

The  number  of  persons  who  attended  the  dispensary  during 
the  year  was  149.  The  number  of  consultations  was  1,845,  and 
52  X-ray  examinations  were  carried  out. 

Of  the  33  new  cases  examined,  15  were  notified  before  being 
seen  by  the  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  18  were  referred  for  his 
opinion:  of  these  8 were  accepted  as  suffering  from  tuber- 
culosis, 2 were  not  accepted,  while  8 were  still  under  observa- 
tion at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Ultra  Violet  Light  Therapy. — 

The  results  of  this  form  of  treatment  in  tuberculosis  of 
glands  and  skin  in  out-patients  continue  satisfactory.  In  all 
1,524  treatments  were  given  to  45  cases,  of  whom  20  were  new 
and  25  were  return  cases.  The  lamp  actually  burned  in  all 
358  hours.  The  following  conditions  were  treated  : — 


Tuberculosis  of  Superficial  Glands,  16 

Tuberculosis  of  Skin,  - 4 

Tuberculosis  of  Bones  and  Joints,  - - 8 

Tuberculosis  of  Abdomen,  ...  8 

General  Debility,  -----  9 


Domiciliary  T reatment. — 

During  the  year  73  persons  received  extra  nourishment; 
details  are  given  later. 


Home  Supervision. — 

The  number  of  patients  not  attending  the  dispensary  who 
were  under  home  supervision  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  was 
24,  and  the  average  number  during  the  year  was  20. 
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Institutional  Treatment. — 

The  following  Table  gives  the  numbers  treated  in  the 
various  institutions : — 


St.  Andrew’s 
Home,  Millport. 

Hairmyres 

Colony. 

Gateside 

Hospital. 

Robroyston 

Hospital. 

Number  at  1st  January,  1938, 

21 

1 

1 

Admitted  during  the  year, 

13 

1 

3 

Treated  during  the  year. 

34 

1 

2 

3 

Discharged  during  the  year, 

16 

i 

3 

Died, 

1 

i 

Remaining  at  31st  Dec.,  1938, 

17 

1 

All  Tuberculosis  : — 

The  number  on  the  tuberculosis  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  560.  Five  hundred  and  ninety-five  attended  the  dispensary 
and  the  total  consultations  numbered  4,705,  as  against  4,526  in 
1937,  and  4,106  the  average  for  the  past  five  years. 


the  detail  was  as  follows: — 


Type  of  Case. 

Number  of 
Patients. 

Pulmonary. 

318 

Non-  Pulmonary, 

149 

Suspect,  . 

95 

Contact,  . 

33 

Total, 

595 

Primary 

Visits. 

Re-visits. 

92 

2,181 

15 

1.845 

118 

484 

19 

195 

244 

4,705 

The  number  of  patients  visited  in  their  homes  was  758  and 
the  total  visits  paid  amounted  to  4,388  (2,994  supervisory  visits 
and  1,394  nursing  care  visits). 

The  number  of  persons  who  received  extra  nourishment  was 
236,  as  against  195  last  year  and  191  the  last  five  yearly  aver- 
age. The  total  cost  of  this  service  was  £1.128. 
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The  number  of  prescriptions  paid  for  by  the  Local  Authority 
under  the  scheme  was  325,  and  the  total  cost  £25  13s.  6d.,  or 
l/7d.  per  prescription.  The  number  of  persons  who  received 
these  prescriptions  was  93,  and  the  average  cost  was  5/6d  per 
person. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  100  persons  received  assistance 
from  the  Renfrewshire  King  Edward  Memorial  Fund  as 
follows : — 


Clothing,  - 

84 

Rent,  ----- 

21 

Dental  Treatment, 

20 

Bed  and  Bedding, 

3 

Blankets,  - 

1 

Throat  Sprav,  - 

2 

Special  Boots, 

1 

Artificial  Arm, 

1 

Home  Help,  - - - 

1 

MATERNITY  SERVICE  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 

SCHEME. 

The  maternal  death-rate  in  1938  as  estimated  in  this 
department  was  3.65  per  1,000  registered  births,  which  is  an 
improvement  on  the  rate  last  year,  5.14  and  well  below  the 
average  for  the  last  five  years  6.21.  It  is  probably  a record 
figure. 

The  rate  for  all  Scotland,  which  is  computed  from  the 
Registrar  General’s  figures,  is  4.9  and  the  rate  for  Greenock 
comparable  to  this  is  3.65  the  same  as  that  noted  above. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  is  75 — a great  improvement  on 
last  year’s  figure  of  97,  and  well  below  the  average  of  the  last 
ten  years  101.  This  is  the  lowest  infantile  mortality  rate  ever 
recorded  in  the  burgh,  and  is  a very  gratifying  figure. 

The  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  the  ante-natal 
clinics  during  1938  was  1,094,  which  is  equivalent  to  66  per  cent, 
of  the  total  registered  births.  Each  expectant  mother  paid 
an  average- of  four  visits.  This  figure  is  lower  than  last  year, 
but  is  complicated  by  the  fact  that  the  Rankin  Memorial 
Maternity  Hospital  has  ante-natal  clinics  of  its  own,  and  if  all 
the  mothers  attending  these  clinics  were  taken  into  account 
the  total  percentage  attending  would  be  approximately  77. 
This  figure  is  increasing  steadily  and  is  a very  hopeful  sign. 
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The  Rankin  Memorial  Hospitals  were  opened  by  Ex-Provost 
Drummond  on  17th  August,  and  the  first  patients  were  those 
transferred  from  Togo  House  Maternity  Hospital  on  1st 
September,  and  from  Greenock  Children’s  Hospital  on  31st 
August. 

The  hospital  received  recognition  by  the  Central  Midwives 
Board  as  a training  school  for  pupil  midwives  on  26th  March. 

All  Public  Assistance  cases,  who  were  in  the  past  confined 
at  Smithston  Institution,  are  now  supervised  ante-natally  at, 
and  will  be  confined  in  the  new  hospital. 

James  Baxter,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.R.C.O.G.,  was  appointed 
Resident  Medical  Officer  and  took  up  duty  on  1st  September. 

The  Corporation’s  scheme  under  the  Maternity  Services  Act 
was  not  completed  at  the  end  of  the  year  owing  to  various 
causes  outwith  the  Corporation’s  control.  Under  section  4 (2) 
of  this  act  8 midwives  were  required  by  the  Local  Authority  to 
surrender  their  certificates  and  the  compensation  authorised 
by  that  section  was  duly  paid  in  each  case.  These  midwives 
were  as  follows  : — 

Name  of  Midwife.  Date  of  surrender  of  Certificate. 


Mrs  Barr. 

28th  June. 

Mrs  Cameron. 

do., 

Mrs  McConnell. 

do., 

Mrs  McPhail. 

do., 

Mrs  Ross. 

do., 

Mrs  Taylor. 

do., 

Mrs  Dooley. 

1st  July. 

Mrs  Tnnes. 

3rd  August 

All  of  these  midwives  have  given  long  and  faithful  service 
to  the  community,  often  in  very  difficult  and  trying  circum- 
stances. 

The  Corporation  determined  during  the  year  to  build  a new 
maternity  and  child  welfare  clinic  and  toddlers’  playground  at 
Hillend  and  the  work  was  started  during  the  period.  The 
provision  of  this  clinic  has  been  made  necessary  by  the  great 
increase  of  population  residing  in  new  housing  schemes  in  the 
East  end.  The  building  at  Craigieknowes  has  become  in- 
sufficient to  cope  with  the  volume  of  work,  and  in  addition  the 
distance  from  the  Strone  Farm  scheme  was  found  too  great, 
particularly  for  expectant  mothers.  The  new  building  will  be 
of  modern  design,  with  all  necessary  equipment  for  the  work. 
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For  both  the  clinic  and  the  playground  a substantial  grant 
has  been  provided  by  the  Commissioner  for  Special  Areas. 

The  toddlers’  playground  at  Craigieknowes  continued  to  do 
excellent  work,  and  as  noted  above,  another  has  been  decided 
upon  at  Hillend. 

In  January  a change  was  made  in  the  arrangement  for  the 
provision  of  food  and  milk,  and  in  September  dried  milk  was 
substituted  completely  for  liquid  milk  under  the  child  welfare 
scheme.  This  was  considered  primarily  in  the  nature  of  an 
experiment,  and  details  will  be  found  under  the  heading  “ Food 
and  Milk.” 

The  exemption  under  the  Midwives  and  Maternity  Homes 
(Scotland)  Act,  1927,  to  Larkfield  Hospital  was  continued  dur- 
ing the  year.  This  act,  as  far  as  registration  is  concerned,  will 
be  superseded  by  the  Nursing  Homes  Registration  (Scotland) 
Act,  1937,  which  comes  into  force  in  January,  1939. 

The  Department  has  again  to  thank  the  Inspectors  of  the 
R.S.S.P.C.C.  for  their  continued  co-operation  and  help. 


Rirths : — 

Number  registered  (corrected)!  ^q}  1.646 

Number  notified,  ---------  1,718 

Number  of  births  classified  according  to  nature  of  attendance : — 

Medical  Practitioner,  - ( 245)  234 

Midwife,  ------  (1,264)  1,169 

Institution,  -----  ( 214)  315 


Percentage  of  notified  births  visited, 


91.03 


Stillbirths  : — 

Number  of  stillbirths  (births  of  dead  children),  - - - 94 

Under  this  heading  are  included  all  the  births  of  dead  children  after 
the  expiry  of  the  seventh  month  of  pregnancy.  Ninety-four  cases  were 
notified,  of  which  30  occurred  in  the  maternity  hospital  where  abnormal 
cases  are  treated. 

Each  of  the  stillbirths  was  investigated  as  it  occurred.  From  the 
investigation  the  following  facts  were  elicited : — 

(1)  Age  of  Mother. — 

Under  20,  9;  20-24,  21 ; 25-29,  19;  30-34,  22;  35-39,  13;  40  and 
over,  10. 

Note: — The  figures  in  italics  are  the  average  figures  (or  the  last  five  years. 
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(2)  Number  of  Pregnancy. — 

First,  41;  second,  12;  third,  9;  fourth,  8;  fifth,  5;  sixth,  1; 
seventh,  4;  eighth,  6;  ninth  and  over,  8. 

(3)  Duration  of  Pregnancy. — 

7 months,  23;  eight  months,  18;  nine  months,  53. 

(4)  Nature  of  Attendance. — 

Midwife,  46;  doctor,  20;  midwife,  doctor  and  institution,  10; 
doctor  and  institution,  18. 

(5)  Presentation. — 

Vertex,  63;  breech,  12;  foot,  2;  occipito-posterior,  6;  cord,  3; 
face,  1 ; transverse,  2 ; not  known,  5. 

(6)  Nature  of  Interference  — 

No  interference,  58;  forceps,  25;  manual,  6;  induction,  2; 
hysterectomy,  1 ; forceps  and  version,  1 ; version,  1. 

(7)  Condition  of  Child. — 

Normal,  39;  macerated,  35;  premature,  6;  abnormality,  14. 

(8)  Condition  of  Placenta. — 

Healthy,  59;  unhealthy,  34;  adherent,  1. 

(9)  Ante-Natal  health  of  Mother. — 

Good,  53  ; fair,  14  ; poor,  19 ; unknown,  8. 

(10)  Ante-natal  Supervision. — 

Ante-natal  clinic,  33;  doctor  or  midwife,  38;  hospital,  1; 
inadequate,  12;  no  supervision,  10. 

(11)  Causal  Factors. 

(1)  Ante-natal  deaths,  ------  51 


Ante-partum  haemorrhage, 
Hydramnios,  - - - 


Illness  of  mother, 
Venereal  Diseases, 
Rupture  of  uterus, 
No  obvious  cause, 


Renal  conditions, 


14 

9 

9 

4 

2 

1 

12 


(2)  Intra-natal  deaths,  obstetrical  difficulty, 
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Delayed  labour, 
Contracted  pelvis, 
Abnormal  presentation, 
Prolapse  of  cord, 


II 


11 


8 

2 


(3)  Abnormality  of  child, 


11 
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Abortions. — 


Fourteen  abortions  were  investigated  as  far  as  practicable.  The 
elicited  were  as  follows  : — 

causes 

Maternal  strain  or  injury, 
Gynaecological  conditions, 
Missed  abortion,  - 
Hydatidiform  mole, 
Unknown,  - 

2 

2 

1 

1 

8 

Infantile  Mortality. — 

Number  of  deaths  of  children  under  1 year, 

- (165) 

123 

Rate  per  1,000  births,  - 

- ( 9737) 

75 

Number  of  deaths  and  rates  per  1,000  births  classified  according  to 
age  groups  and  causes  of  death : — 


Agk  Groups. 

Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1 week 

X 

£ 

■vr 

__l 

4 weeks— 
3 months. 

X JO 

C 2 
o 

X 

X JZ 

zz  ~ 

I S 

X 

-2 

O 
. X 

© *5 

Chickenpox, 

... 

Measles, 

•• 

Scarlet  Fever, 

1 

1 

0.61 

Whooping  Cough, 

1 

1 

0.61 

Diphtheria  and  Croup, 

Erysipelas,  ... 

1 

1 

0.61 

Tuberculous  Diseases, 
Meningitis  (non-tuberculous), 

... 

1 

4 

5 

3.04 

... 

1 

1 

0.61 

Hydrocephalus, 

Convulsions, 

1 

i 

3 

2 

4 

4-25 

Pneumonia  (all  forms), 

... 

fi 

5 

3 

13 

7.90 

Bronchitis. 

• 

i 

4 

3 

vS 

4.86 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis, 

i 

6 

4 

2 

13 

7.90 

Other  Digestive  Diseases, 
Congenital  Malformations, 

5 

1 

i 

7 

4.25 

Congenital  Heart  Disease, 

1 

i 

0.61 

Premature  Birth, 

13 

3 

i 

17 

10.32 

Atrophy,  Debility,  & Marasmus 

18 

1 

5 

7 

4 

3S 

23.08 

Atelectasis,  ... 

i 

1 

0.61 

Injury  at  Birth, 

o 

2 

1.21 

Suffocation,  Overlaying, 

.. 

Syphilis, 

... 

.. 

All  other  Causes, 

2 

2 

i 

2 

i 

4.25 

Total  Deaths,  .. 

39 

12 

23 

27 

22 

123 

Rate  per  1000  Births, 

23.69 

7.29 

13.97 

16.40 

13.37 

74.72 

This  Tabic  is  compiled  (rom  the  corrected  number  of  deaths  (Registrar  General). 


Note:— The  figures  in  italics  arc  the  average  figures  for  the  last  five  years. 


31 


Maternal  Mortality  : — 

Number  of  deaths  resulting  from  or 

associated  with  pregnancy  or  confinement,  (14)  10 

Number  of  deaths  resulting  from  puerperal 
sepsis  (details  will  be  found  under  deaths 
and  death-rate),  -----  (3)  2 

Maternal  death-rate  (Public  Plealth  De- 
partment, ------  (6.22)  3.65 


Homf  Visitation: — 


(1)  Infants: — 


Number  of  children  visited, 

- 

(2,457) 

2,356 

Number  of  first  visits, 

- 

(1,604) 

1,590 

Number  of  re-visits,  - 

- 

(17,498) 

20,817 

Number  of  Infants  at  age  of  6 months 

— 

(i)  Breast  fed, 

- 

(614) 

498 

(ii)  Partially  breast  fed, 

- 

(102) 

79 

(iii)  Artificially  fed, 

- 

(515) 

725 

Number  of  infants  born  : — 

(i)  Prematurely, 

- 

(26) 

17 

(ii)  At  full  time, 

(1,663) 

1,611 

(2) 

Children  (1-5  years)  : — 

Number  of  children  visited, 

- 

(6,698) 

6,675 

Number  of  first  visits, 

- 

(25) 

18 

Number  of  re-visits, 

- 

(24,278) 

23,643 

(3) 

Expectant  Mothers : — 

Number  of  first  visits, 

- 

(374) 

512 

Number  of  re-visits, 

(10) 

4 

(4) 

Nursing  Mothers: — 

Number  of  first  visits, 

- 

(88) 

109 

Number  of  re-visits, 

(6) 

9 

(5) 

Visits  of  Special  Enquiry, 

- 

100 

Ante-Natal  Consultations: — 

Two  session  of  two  hours  weekly  arc  held  at 

Terrace  Road, 

Clinic, 

and  two  similar  sessions  are  held  at  Craigieknowes  Clinic. 

Total  number  of  mothers  attending, 

- 

(1,094) 

1,190 

Total  number  of  attendances,  { f^bsequ'ent: 

- 

(948) 

(3,341) 

988 

4,073 

Note:— The  figures  in  italics  are  the  average  figures  for  the  last  five  years. 
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Classified  summary  of  conditions  found: — 

Conditions  directly  connected  with  pregnancy : — 

Albuminuria,  98;  abnormal  presentation,  96;  oedema, 
60;  contracted  pelvis,  19;  ante-partum  haemorrhage, 
15;  hydramnious,  14;  twin  pregnancy,  13;  threatened 
abortion,  10;  not  pregnant,  30. 

Anaemia  and  debility,  176;  cardiac  conditions,  14;  dental 
conditions,  152;  digestive  conditions,  49;  ear,  nose  and 
throat  conditions,  30;  eye  conditions,  17;  genito-urinary 
conditions,  14;  glandular  conditions,  6;  gynaecological 
conditions,  44;  nervous  conditions,  6;  respiratory  con- 
ditions, 87;  rheumatism,  11;  septic  conditions,  20;  skin 
conditions,  38;  tuberculous  conditions,  5;  varicose  veins, 
109;  venereal  diseases,  10;  no  abnormality — advice 
given,  284. 

Consultant  Ante-Natal  Clinic  : — 

Number  of  expectant  mothers  attending,  - 98 

Classified  summary  of  conditions  found:— 

Abnormal  presentation,  19;  adhesions  of  vulva,  1 : 
albuminuria,  8;  contracted  pelvis,  12;  excessive  size  of 
child,  1;  fibroid  uterus,  2;  hydramnious,  2;  pregnancy 
doubtful,  3 ; twins,  2 ; routine  hospital  examinations,  48. 


Post-Natal  and  Other  Consultations: — 


Two  sessions  weekly  of  two  hours  are  held  in  Terrace  Road  Clinic, 
and  two  similar  sessions  are  held  in  Craigieknowes  Clinic. 


Number  of  attendances, 


I First  visits, 
1.  Re-visits, 


(504)  578 

(707)  919 


Classified  summary  of  conditions  found  : — 

Adenitis,  1 ; anaemia  and  debility,  265;  cardiac  conditions, 
2,  dental  conditions,  93;  digestive  conditions,  42;  ear,  nose 
and  throat  conditions,  15;  eye  conditions,  16;  genito- 
urinary conditions,  14;  glandular  conditions,  1;  gynaecol- 
ogical conditions,  64;  nervous  conditions,  7;  phlebitis,  2; 
respiratory  conditions,  48;  rheumatism,  23;  septic  con- 
ditions, 53;  skin  conditions,  42;  varicose  veins,  15; 
venereal  disease,  4;  no  abnormality — advice  given,  110. 

Special  Post-Natal  Clinic: — 

One  session  weekly  is  held  in  Terrace  Road  Clinic. 

Number  of  mothers  attending, 101 

Number  of  first  visits,  101, \ 

Number  of  re-visits,  - 139,1  ------  24V 


Note: — The  figures  in  italics  arc  the  average  figures  for  the  last  five  years. 
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Classified  summary  of  conditions  found : — 

Gynaecological  conditions,  6;  lacerated  cervix,  5;  post- 
partum debility,  32;  pregnant,  5;  rectocele  and  cystocele, 
3;  respiratory  conditions,  3;  subinvolution,  6;  sutured 
perineum — satisfactory,  6;  unsatisfactory,  2;  uterine  dis- 
placement, 7;  venereal  disease,  1;  others,  22;  no 
abnormality — advice  given,  3. 


Consultant  Services  : — 

Under  this  service  arrangements  are  in  force  whereby  any  medical 
practitioner  can  have  the  services  of  the  maternity  hospital  surgeon- 
accoucheurs  in  a consultant  capacity  in  any  ante-natal,  intra-natal  or 
post-natal  difficulty. 

Number  of  consultations,  - 11 

Dystocia,  6;  ante-partum  haemorrhage,  1;  malpresenta- 
tion,  1 ; obstetric  shock,  1 ; complete  perineal  tear,  1 ; 
puerperal  sepsis,  1. 

Chi  i p Welfare  Consultations  : — 

Two  sessions  of  two  hours  are  held  weekly  in  Terrace  Road  Clinic,  and 
two  similar  sessions  are  held  in  Craigieknowes  Clinic. 


Total  number  of  children  attending: — 


Under  one  year  of  age,  J 
Over  one  year  of  age,  1 

at  30th  June,  j 

(1,187) 

(965) 

1,296 

947 

Number  of  first  attendances: 

— 

Under  one  year  of  age, 
Over  one  year  of  age, 

: : ( 

(904) 

(143) 

944 

121 

Total  number  of  attendances 

Under  one  year  of  age, 
Over  one  year  of  age. 

: ( 

(8,480) 

(4,512) 

9,555 

4,211 

Illnesses  recorded : — 

Accidents  and  injury,  58;  anaemia  and  debility,  272;  bone 
conditions,  11;  cardiac  conditions,  4;  congenital 
deformity,  33;  dental  conditions,  136;  digestive  conditions, 
262;  ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions,  159;  eye  conditions, 
120;  genito-urinary  conditions,  73;  glandular  conditions, 
66;  hernia,  49;  infectious  conditions,  45;  jaundice,  18; 
nervous  conditions,  13;  paralysis,  5;  phimosis,  59; 
prematurity,  19;  pyloric  stenosis,  2;  respiratory  con- 
ditions, 244;  rheumatism,  3;  rickets,  25;  septic  conditions, 
138;  skin  conditions,  274;  tongue  tie,  54;  tuberculosis 
conditions,  1;  no  abnormality — advice  given,  307;  no 
abnormality — vaccination  performed,  165, 


Note:— The  figures  in  italics  are  the  average  figures  (or  the  last  five  years. 
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Special  Treatment  Centres. — 


Teeth— Corporation  Dental  Clinic. 


Number  of  attendances  : — 


Mothers, 

expectant,  - 

- 

- 

- 

(113) 

170 

Mothers, 

nursing, 

- 

- 

- 

(206) 

85 

Children, 

- 

- 

- 

(142) 

165 

Work  carried  out: — 

Mothers  : — 

Carious  teeth  extracted  (local 
anaesthetic), 

Gums  treated, 

Advice  given,  - 

Children  : — 

Carious  teeth  extracted  (no 
anaesthetic), 

Gums  treated, 

Advice  given, 

Number  of  dentures  supplied: — 

Upper  and  lower  dentures, 
Upper  dentures, 


(278)  293 

(69)  84 

4 


(135)  165 

6 

1 


7 

12 


Eyes— Greenock  Eye  Infirmary. 

Number  of  attendances  : — 

Children,  (1,172)  1.322 

Summary  of  conditions  present : — 

Congenital  defects, 3 ; conjuctival  conditions,  57;  corneal 
conditions,  18;  eyelid  conditions,  36;  foreign  body,  12; 
injury,  18;  lachrymal  conditions,  2;  ophthalmia  neona- 
torum, 11;  ophthalmia  other,  8;  refraction  errors,  29: 


Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Dispensary. 

Number  of  attendances,  - - - (1,035)  621 

Summary  of  conditions  found: — 

Disease  of  ear,  51 ; disease  of  glands,  8;  disease  of  nose, 
12 ; disease  of  throat,  1 ; foreign  body,  1 ; tonsils  and 
adenoids,  26. 

Operations  performed : — 

Tonsillectomy  and  adenectomy,  20;  mastoid  complete,  2; 
mastoid  incomplete,  2;  parencentesis,  1;  incision  of 
abscess,  1. 


Note:— The  figures  in  italics  are  the  average  figures  for  the  last  five  years. 
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Other  Ailments — Greenock  Royal  Infirmary. 

Children  : — 

Number  of  attendances,  - (1,492)  1,450 

Number  who  received  in-patient 

treatment,  -----  (160)  181 

Summary  of  conditions  found  : — 

Abdominal  conditions,  2;  accident,  4;  appendicitis,  1; 
bone  and  joint  conditions,  28;  burns  and  scalds,  58; 
digestive  disorders,  21  ; ear,  nose  and  throat  conditions, 
12;  foreign  body,  33;  genito-urinary  conditions,  64; 
glandular  conditions,  4;  infectious  diseases,  1;  injuries 
and  fractures,  261;  nervous  conditions,  9;  purpura,  1; 
respiratory  conditions,  20;  septic  conditions,  51;  skin 
conditions,  6;  no  abnormality,  19. 

Mothers  : — 

Number  of  attendances  (Mastitis),  - 1 


Ultra-Violet  Light  Clinic: — 

Children : — 

Number  of  cases  under  one  year  of  age,  (31)  9 

Number  of  cases  over  one  year  of  age,  (156)  141 

Number  of  attendances,  - - - (2,951)  2,278 

Conditions  treated  : — 

Debility,  75;  glandular  conditions,  4;  infantile  paralysis, 
1 ; rickets,  52;  tuberculous  conditions,  5;  underweight,  13. 


Mothers : — 

Number  of  cases  attending,  - - 2 

Conditions  treated: — 

Debility,  1;  Paresis,  1. 


Toddlers’  Playground. 

Average  daily  attendance,  ------  39 

This  sphere  of  activity  has  been  an  unqualified  success,  and 
enthusiasm  has  been  created  among  the  children  and  their  parents 
Definite  improvement  in  general  health  has  been  noted. 


Food  and  Milk  : — 

In  January,  1938  the  arrangements  for  the  provision  of  food  and  milk- 
necessitous  cases  were  altered,  and  the  following  scheme  was  sub- 
ituted  for  that  which  came  into  force  in  December,  1933 : — 

Note:— The  figures  in  italics  are  the  average  figures  for  the  last  five  years. 
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SCHEME  FOR  THE  PROVISION  OF  FOOD  AND  MILK  IN 
NECESSITOUS  CASES. 


1. — Children. 

(a)  Fresh  milk  or  dried  milk  substitutes  will  be  provided  to 
children  up  to  the  age  of  5 years  in  such  amount  as  is  considered 
necessary  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(b)  The  following  scale  of  necessity  is  adopted. — The  able- 
bodied  scale  of  income  fixed  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee 
plus  5/6  per  week. 

(c)  Where  the  income  is  above  the  scale  no  grant  of  fresh 
milk  will  be  made,  but  dried  milk  substitutes  may  be  provided  at 
cost  price. 

(d)  Where  the  income  is  equal  to  or  below  the  scale,  fresh  milk 
or  dried  milk  substitutes  at  half  price  will  be  given  only  if  con- 
sidered necessary  by  the  Medical  Officer  after  medical  examination 
on  account  of  illness  or  for  the  maintenance  of  health. 

(e)  Provision  of  milk  or  dried  milk  substitutes  will  be  made  for 
such  period  not  exceeding  one  month  as  may  be  considered  neces- 
sary by  the  Medical  Officer  but  may  be  renewed  on  further  certifi- 
cation after  medical  examination. 

2. — Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. 

(a)  Food  and  milk  or  dried  milk  substitutes  may  be  given  in 
the  case  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  where  necessary, 
according  to  the  amount  required.  The  term  “ food  ” will  include 
eggs  and  butter. 

(b)  The  following  scale  of  necessity  is  adopted — the  able-bodied 
scale  of  income  fixed  by  the  Public  Assistance  Committee  plus  5/6 
per  week. 

(c)  Where  the  income  is  above  the  scale  no  grant  will  be  made, 
but  dried  milk  substitutes  may  be  provided  at  cost  price.  • 

(d)  Where  the  income  is  equal  to  or  below  the  scale,  fresh  milk 
dried  milk  substitutes,  eggs  or  butter,  or  any  of  them  will  be  given 
in  such  quantity  as  is  considered  necessary  by  the  Medical  Officer 
after  medical  examination  on  account  of  illness  or  for  the  main- 
tenance of  health. 

(e)  Food  and  milk  or  dried  milk  substitutes  may  be  given  at 
any  time  during  pregnancy  and  up  to  nine  months  after  confine- 
ment provided  the  mother  continues  breast  feeding. 

(f)  The  provision  of  milk,  etc.,  will  be  made  for  such  period 
not  exceeding  one  month  as  may  be  considered  necessary  by  the 
Medical  Officer  but  may  be  renewed  on  further  certification  after 
medical  examination. 
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When  the  above  scheme  was  made  it  was  agreed  that,  when  the  current 
contracts  for  liquid  milk  expired  in  September,  dried  milk  substitutes 
should  be  experimentally  used  instead,  and  the  question  of  the  charge  be 
considered.  In  September  this  was  carried  out,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
dried  milk  be  substituted  to  necessitous  cases  free  of  charge  in  the  same 
way  as  ordinary  milk  had  been,  and  that  in  non-necessitous  cases  dried 
milk  be  given  at  cost  price. 


Mothers.  Children. 


1. — No.  of  persons  supplied  with  liquid  milk, 
dried  milk,  milk  substitutes  and  other 
food  preparations,  -----  1,144 


2.  — Liquid  milk — 

Total  quantity  supplied  (galls.)  Grade — 
Certified,  ------ 

3.  — Dried  milk  and  other  milk  substitutes — 

Total  quantity  supplied  (lbs.) — 

{Cow  and  Gate,  ----- 

Ostermilk,  ...... 

Malted  Milk,  ------ 

Chocolate  Milk,  - - - - 

Lactogen,  ------ 

Prenatalac,  - 


7,092 


884 

2,351 

23 

313 

398 

83 


1,549 


8,865 


1,153 

3,961 

4 

39 

208 


4. — Other  food  preparations  (lbs.) — 
Virolax,  Vitmar,  - - - 

Virol, 

Maltoline,  - - - - - 

Angiers  and  Aberdeen  Emulsion, 

Glucose  D., 

Butter,  ------ 

Eggs, 


4 265 

4 15 

16  106 

34  141 

50  55 

42 
8,256 


5. — Total  cost  to  Local  Authority — 

Liquid  Milk,  ------ 

Dried  Milk  and  other  Milk  Substitutes, 
Other  Food  Preparations,  - - - 


£ 1,860  15  0 
646  7 0 
134  2 0 


Total, 

Amount  recovered  by  Local  Authority, 


£2,641  4 0 
194  14  0 


Net  Cost, £2,446  10  0 


Baby  Outfits  : — 

Number  of  baby  outfits  supplied  at  reduced  cost  in  necessitous 


cases, - 760 

Approximate  net  cost  to  Corporation,  - £152  8 0 


38 


Measles  : — 

Number  of  cases  notified  (notification  voluntary  by 

householder),  -------  58 

xt  t r , ,,  \ from  measles,  - 2 

Number  of  deaths,  > frQm  seque]aej  inc]u(led  above,  2 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital,  ... 

Number  of  special  domiciliary  visits, 

Number  of  special  staff  engaged,  - — 


Whooping  Cough 


Number  of  cases  notified  (notifications  voluntary  by 
householder),  ------- 

v from  whooping  cough, 

1 from  sequelae,  included  above, 
Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital,  - 
Number  of  special  domiciliary  visits,  - 
Number  of  special  staff  engaged,  - 


Number  of  deaths, 


76 

3 


During  the  year  a special  clinic  for  the  vaccine  treatment  of  cases  of 
whooping  cough  was  held  once  weekly  at  Terrace  Road  Clinic.  The 
routine  treatment  consisted  of  one  injection  weekly  on  three  consecutive 
weeks,  and  the  results  were  found  to  be  satisfactory.  Fifty-seven  cases 
received  treatment  as  follows : — 


1 injection, 

- 

- 

- 

57 

2 injections, 

- 

- 

- 

41 

3 injections, 

- 

- 

- 

38 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  : — 


| by  medical  practitioners,  3 

Number  of  cases  notified,  i by  midwives,  - 17 

l by  Institution,  - — 

Number  of  cases  proved  to  be  gonococcal,  - - 1 

Number  of  cases  treated  in  the  Eye  Infirmary 

(out-patients), 8 

Number  of  cases  removed  to  hospital,  ...  1 

Number  of  cases  in  which  there  was  appreciable 

loss  of  vision,  -------  — 


Provision  of  Midwifery  Services  in  Necessitous  Cases  : — 


Cases  under  investigation  at  1st  January,  1938, 
Number  of  applications  received, 

Number  of  applications  granted, 

Number  of  applications  not  granted, 


Maternity  Benefit, 

- 

- 

178 

Income  over  Scale, 

- 

- 

6 

Late  application, 

- 

- 

1 

Other  reasons, 

- 

- 

46 

121 

435 

240 

231 


N>  t\> 
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Number  of  applications  dealt  with  by  Committee 

(included  above),  - --  --  --  45 

Number  of  applications  under  consideration  at 

31st  December,  1938,  ------  85 

Number  of  fees  paid  for  attendance  at  abortions,  - 9 

Total  expenditure,  ------  £302  15  0 


Provision  of  Home  Helps. 

Number  of  Home  Helps  provided,  - 0 

Greenock  Corporation  Maternity  Hospital — Togo  House. 


This  hospital  closed  on  31st  August  and  the  patients  in  residence 
were  transferred  to  the  new  Rankin  Memorial  Hospitals  on  1st 
September. 

The  figures  given  here  thus  relate  to  the  first  8 months  of  the  year 
only.  Information  of  the  Rankin  Memorial  Hospitals  is  given  later. 


Mothers.  Children. 


Number  in  hospital  at  1st  January,  1938,  - - 9 7 

Number  of  admissions,  - - - - 184  — 

Number  of  confinements,  - *153  — 

Number  of  live  births,  -----  — 142 

Number  of  stillbirths,  -----  — 15 

Number  of  deaths,  - --  --  -3  7 

Number  of  discharges,  -----  185  139 

Transferred  to  Rankin  Memorial  Hospitals 

on  1st  September,  1938,  5 4 

‘Includes  4 sets  of  twins.  See  page  41. 

Analysis  of  admissions  : — 

Ante-natal  cases,  ------  35 


Abnormal  and  complicated  confinements,  - 46 

Other  cases  of  confinement,  - 103 


Total  admissions, 184 


(1)  ANTE-NATAL  CASES, 35 

Condition  Found.  Result  of  Treatment. 


11 


11 

6 

3 

3 

1 


Albuminuria,  - - 6 discharged,  undelivered ; 1 delivered 

discharged  well ; 2 surgical  induc- 
tion, 1 delivered,  discharged  well,  1 delivered,  baby  died,  dis- 
charged well;  1 delivered  (transverse  presentation),  stillbirth, 
discharged  well ; 1 died  undelivered. 

False  Labour,  - treated,  discharged  well. 

Ante-partum  Haemorrhage,  -4  treated,  discharged  undelivered; 

1 treated,  transferred  to  Greenock 
Royal  Infirmary;  1 concealed  haemorrhage,  died  undelivered. 

High  Blood  Pressure,  - - 2 treated,  discharged  undelivered ; 

1 delivered,  premature  stillbirth, 


discharged  well. 
Pyelitis, 

Observation, 


- 2 treated,  discharged  undelivered; 
1 delivered,  discharged  well. 

- treated,  discharged  well. 
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12 

8 


6 


5 


3 

3 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


(2)  ABNORMAL  AND  COMPLICATED  CONFINEMENTS,  46 


Condition  Found. 


Result  of  Treatment. 


Breech  Presentation,  - - S delivered,  discharged  well;  6 

manual  delivery,  discharged  well ; 
1 manual  delivery,  anencephalic  stillbirth,  discharged  well. 

Prolonged  Labour,  - - - 1 delivered,  discharged  well;  4 

forceps  delivery,  discharged  well ; 
1 forceps  delivery,  baby  died,  discharged  well ; 1 hydrocephalic 
stillbirth,  discharged  well ; 1 forceps  delivery,  stillbirth  trans- 
ferred to  Gateside  Hospital. 

Contracted  Pelvis,  - - - 3 caesarean  section,  discharged  well; 

1 caesarean  section,  delivered  twins, 
discharged  well ; 1 albuminuria,  forceps  delivery,  baby  died,  dis- 
charged well;  1 forceps  delivery,  stillbirth,  transferred  to 
Greenock  Royal  Infirmary. 

Ante-Partum  Haemorrhage,  - 1 delivered,  discharged  well ; 2 de- 
livered, stillbirths,  discharged  well ; 
1 forceps  delivery,  stillbirth,  discharged  well ; 1 caesarean  section, 
mother  died,  baby  discharged  well. 

Eclampsia,  - - - - 1 delivered,  discharged  well ; 1 de- 

livered stillbirth,  discharged  well ; 
1 forceps  delivery,  discharged  well. 

Twins,  - - - - - 2 delivered,  discharged  well ; 1 breech 

manual  delivery,  1 forceps  delivery, 

discharged  well. 

Hydramnios,  - - - - 1 prolapsed  cord,  forceps  delivery, 

stillbirth,  discharged  well ; 1 anen- 
cephalic stillbirth,  discharged  well. 

Prolapsed  Cord,  - - - 1 version,  adherent  placenta,  de- 

livered, discharged  well ; 1 forceps 


delivery,  discharged  well. 
Delayed  Labour, 

Heart  Disease, 

Foot  Presentation, 

Adherent  Placenta,  - 
Impacted  Shoulders, 


- forceps  delivery,  discharged  well. 

- delivered,  discharged  well. 

- manual  delivery,  discharged  well. 

- delivered,  discharged  well. 

- delivered,  discharged  well. 


(3)  OTHER  CASES  OF  CONFINEMENT,  - - - 103 

(4)  ABORTIONS, 

(5)  POST-NATAL  CASES,  ------  _ 


Other  information  : — 

(a)  Number  of  normal  deliveries,  -----  99 

(b)  Number  of  cases  delivered  without  medical  attend- 

ance at  delivery,  -------  121 

(c)  Number  of  instrumental  deliveries,  exclusive  of 

those  appearing  under  (2),  -----  4 

(d)  Number  of  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  removed  from 

institution,  - --  --  --  - 5 

(c)  Number  of  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia,  - 11 
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(f)  Number  of  cases  under  (e)  in  which  delivery  was 

instrumental,  ------- 

(g)  Number  of  deaths,  ------- 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage,  Caesarean 

section,  1 

Concealed  haemorrhage,  died  un- 
delivered,   1 

Albuminuria,  cerebral  haemorrhage,  died 
undelivered,  .....  l 

(h)  Number  of  infants  born,  j ^J||]^’orn 

(i)  Number  of  sets  of  twins, 

Both  alive, - 4 

(j)  Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  8 days  old, 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  over  8 days  old, 

(k)  Streptococcus  antitoxin  was  given  after  delivery 

in  16  cases  of  abnormal  or  difficult  confinement 
with  the  following  result : — 

Puerperium  normal,  13 

Rise  of  temperature,  - - - - 3 

1 Prolonged  labour,  hydro- 
cephalic stillbirth. 

1 Forceps  delivery,  stillbirth, 
transferred  to  Gateside 
Hospital. 

1 Placenta  Pracvia,  Caesarean 
Section,  died. 

(l)  Number  of  cases  transferred  to  Greenock  Royal 

Infirmary  on  account  of  pressure  of  accommodation  : 
Mothers,  ......  2 

Infants, - 2 


5 

3 
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15 

4 


6 

Nil. 


RANKIN  MEMORIAL  HOSPITALS— MATERNITY  SECTION. 

This  hospital  opened  on  1st  September  and  the  patients  then  in  the 
Corporation  Maternity  Hospital  at  Togo  House  were  transferred  on  that 
day. 

The  Rankin  Maternity  Hospital  has  its  own  ante-natal  clinics,  con- 
ducted by  the  hospital  staff  at  Terrace  Road,  Craigieknowes,  and  the 
hospital  itself,  a consultant  ante-natal  clinic  at  the  hospital,  and  it  is 
hoped  to  start  a post-natal  clinic  at  the  hospital  at  an  early  date — this 
was  in  fact  opened  in  January,  1939. 

Ante-Natal  Consultations  : — 

Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending, 

Total  number  of  attendances,  j qucnt>" 


179 

179 

468 
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Summary  of  conditions  found : — 

Abnormal  presentation,  4;  acute  mastitis,  1;  albuminuria,  16; 
contracted  pelvis,  8;  elderly  primiparae,  2;  hydramnion,  1 ; 
hyperemesis  gravidarum,  10;  varicose  veins,  32;  anaemia  and 
debility,  32;  bronchitis,  2;  dermatitis,  4;  dyspepsia,  2;  exoph- 
thalmic goitre,  1 ; gynaecological  conditions,  5;  heart  disease,  1 ; 
insomnia,  4;  neurosis,  1;  pruritis,  3;  pyelitis,  3;  septic  condi- 
tions, 2. 


Consultant  Ante-Natal  Clinic: — 

Total  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending, 

Summary  of  conditions  found : — 

Contracted  pelvis,  - 

Elderly  primipara,  - 

Admissions,  etc. — 

Number  in  hospital  at  1st  September,  1938, 

Number  of  admissions,  - 

Number  of  confinements,  - 

Number  of  live  births,  - 

Number  of  stillbirths,  - 

Number  of  deaths,  ------ 

Number  of  discharges,  ----- 

Number  in  hospital  at  31st  December,  1938, 
* Includes  1 set  of  twins. 

Analysis  of  admissions  : — 

Ante-natal  cases,  ------ 

Abnormal  and  complicated  confinements. 

Other  cases  of  confinement,  - 
Post-natal  cases,  ' ' - 
Abortion,  therapeutic,  - 


Mothers. 

5 

- 148 

- *123 


132 

21 


3 

1 

Children. 

4 


111 

13 

4 

94 

17 


25 

23 

96 

2 

2 


(1)  ANTE-NATAL  CASES, 

Condition  Found. 

11  Albuminuria,  - - • - 


25 


Result  of  Treatment. 


- 5 spontaneous  delivery ; 4 discharged 
un4elivcred;  1 medicinal  induction; 
1 surgical  induction,  premature  stillbirth. 


4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Pyelitis,  - 

Accidental  Haemorrhage, 


- discharged  undelivered. 

- 1 surgical  induction,  premature  live- 
birth;  1 spontaneous  delivery,  pre- 
mature stillbirth  ; 1 surgical  induction,  ancnccphalic  stillbirth. 


Hyperemesis  Gravidarum, 
Cystitis,  - 
Mitral  Stenosis, 

Severe  Anaemia, 

Severe  Abdominal  Pain,  - 


Chronic  bronchitis  and  extreme  debility, 


- discharged  undelivered. 

- discharged  undelivered. 

- therapeutic  abortion. 

- discharged  undelivered. 

- therapeutic  abortion,  relieved. 


discharged  relieved. 
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6 

4 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


1 

1 


(2)  ABNORMAL  AND  COMPLICATED  CONFINEMENTS,  23 


Condition  Found.  Result  of  Treatment. 

Prolonged  2nd  stage,  - - forceps,  1 stillbirth — all  discharged 

well. 


Persistent  accioito-posterior,  - manual  rotation — -forceps — 1 still- 

birth—all  discharged  well. 

Primipara — breech  presentation 

with  extended  legs,  - - delivered,  discharged  well. 

Contracted  Pelvis,  - - - 2 delivered  forceps,  1 stillbirth,  dis- 

charged well ; 1 caesarean  section,  de- 
livered stillbirth,  discharged  well. 

Shoulder  Presentation,  - - internal  version,  stillbirth,  discharged 

well. 

Placenta  Praevia,  - version  delivered,  stillbirth,  dis- 

charged well. 

Adherent  Placenta,  with  post- 
partum-haemorrhage, - manual  removal,  discharged  well. 

Prolapsed  Cord,  ...  delivered  stillbirth,  discharged  well. 

Primary  Uterine  Tnertia,  - - forceps,  stillbirth,  discharged  well. 


Epilepsy,  -----  delivered,  discharged  well. 
Hydrocephalus,  - delivered,  macerated  stillbirth  dis- 

charged well. 


(3)  OTHER  CASES  OF  CONFINEMENT,  - 96 

(4)  POST-NATAL  CASES, 2 


Obstetrical  Shock,  - treated,  discharged  well. 

Post-natal  Eclampsia,  - - treated,  discharged  well. 

(5)  ABORTIONS— Patients  admitted  for  therapeutic  abortion 
from  ante-natal  clinics,  included  above,  - - - 4 


Other  information  : — 

(a)  Number  of  normal  deliveries,  - - - - 

(b)  Number  of  cases  delivered  without  medical  attend- 

ance at  delivery, 

(c)  Number  of  instrumental  deliveries  exclusive  of 

those  appearing  under  (2),  - 

(d)  Number  of  cases  of  puerperal  fever  removed  from 

institution,  -------- 

(e)  Number  of  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia,  - - - 

(f)  Number  of  cases  under  (e)  in  which  delivery  was 

instrumental,  ------- 

(g)  Number  of  deaths, 

(h)  number  of  infants  born,  ; ’ 

’ ' stillborn, 

(i)  Number  of  sets  of  twins  (both  alive),  - - - 

(j)  Number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  8 days  old, 

Number  of  deaths  of  infants  over  8 days  old, 

(k)  Streptococcal  anti-serum  was  given  after  delivery 
in  18  cases  of  abnormal  or  difficult  confinement,  and 
in  each  case  puerperium  was  normal. 


96 

51 

Nil. 

Nil. 

1 


Nil. 

Nil. 

Ill 

13 

1 

4 

Nil. 
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Hospitals  for  Sick  Children: — 

Children’s  Hospital,  Shaw  Place: — 

(This  Hospital  closed  on  31st  August). 


Number  in  hospital  on  1st  January,  1938,  - 10 

Number  admitted  to  30th  August,  - 48 

Number  discharged  and  transferred,  - - - 38 

Number  died,  - --  --  --  - 14 

Number  transferred  to  Rankin  Memorial  Hospitals  on 

31st  August,  1938,  - 6 

Average  period  of  residence,  - 64.70  days. 


The  following  were  the  conditions  present  and  the  results  of 
treatment : — 


Condition. 

Cases  in  hospital 
1st  January,  1938 

Cases  admitted 

Well. 

Improved. 
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c 
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o 
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o - 
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Transferred  to 
Greenock 
1 loyal  Infirmary. 

Died. 

JE 
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5 
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Anaemia  and  Debility, 

1 

9 

8 

1 

1 

Gastro-enteritis,  . . 

2 

r 

o 

2 

o 

1 

Pneumonia, 

2 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Rickets, 

1 

2 

1 

2 

... 

Skin  Disease,  ... 

3 

3 

Marasmus, 

2 

8 

2 

5 

3 

Bronchitis 

11 

5 

i 

i 

3 

1 

Sepsis 

2 

1 

1 

Digestive  Diseases,  ... 

1 

6 

5 

2 

Infantile  Paralysis,  ... 

1 

1 

Miliary  Tuberculosis, 

1 

i 

... 

Total, 

10 

48 

30 

5 

o 

1 

14 

6 

Two  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  transferred  to  Gateside  Hospital — 
these  were  the  only  cases  of  infectious  disease  encountered  during  the 
year. 


Children’s  .Section,  Rankin  Memorial  Hospitals  : — 
(This  Hospital  opened  on  31st  August). 


Number  in  hospital  on  1st  September,  1938,  - 6 

Number  admitted, 62 

Number  discharged  and  transferred,  - - - 31 

Number  died,  - --  --  --  - 16 

Number  remaining  in  hospital  at  31st  December,  1938,  21 

Average  period  of  residence,  ...  48.14  days. 
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The  following  were  the  conditions  present  and  the  results  of 
treatment : — 


CONDITION. 

Cases  in  Hospital, 

1st  September,  1938.  j 

Cases  admitted 

3 

£ 

Improved.  | 

Not  Improved. 

Tr  ansferred  to 
Gateside  Hospital. 

Died. 

Cases  remaining  in  • 

Hospital,  31st  Dec.,  1938.  ' 

Anaemia  and  Debility, 

1 

5 

2 

4 

Gastro-enteritis,  - 

1 

9 

5 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

Pneumonia,  - 

— 

8 

3 





— 

3 

2 

Rickets,  - 

2 



i 





1 

Skin  Conditions, 

i 

1 





— 





Marasmus,  - 

5 

— 



— 

— 

6 

2 

Bronchitis,  - 

1 

7 

6 

— 

i 

— 

— 

1 

Convulsions,  ... 

Septic  Conditions, 

— 

i 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Other  Conditions, 

— 

25 

11 

— 

2 

4 

8 

Total,  ... 

6 

63 

26 

i 

3 

1 

16 

22 

In  this  Hospital  the  children  are  admitted  through  a quarantine  block 
with  the  idea  of  lessening  as  far  as  possible  the  occurrence?  of  infectious 
disease.  Only  one  case  of  erysipelas  was  transferred  to  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  during  the  period  under  review. 

Convalescent  Homes  : — 

Debilitated  mothers,  before  and  after  confinement,  are  admitted  to  the 
Mission  Coast  Homes,  Saltcoats,  along  with  their  babies. 

Number  of  admissions,  - - 20 

Average  period  of  residence,  12.75  days. 

MIDWIVES  (SCOTLAND)  ACT,  1915. 

During  1938  certified  midwives  attended  68  per  cent,  of  the 
total  births  in  the  burgh  as  against  72  per  cent,  last  year  and 
71  per  cent,  in  1936.  This  figure  is  showing  a tendency  to  fall 
and  will  probably  fall  further  in.  the  near  future. 

Medical  assistance  was  called  in  by  midwives  in  approxi- 
mately 39  per  cent,  of  their  cases,  the  same  as  last  year. 


46 


Births  : — 

Total  number  of  births  (notified),  ------  1,718 

Total  number  of  deaths  of  new-born  children,  - 45 

Number  of  births  attended  by  midwives,  -----  1,169 

Number  of  deaths  of  new-born  children  occurring  in  the  practice 

of  midwives,  - --  --  --  --  30 

Number  of  cases  not  attended  by  doctor  or  midwife,  - 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  : — 

Total  number  of  cases,  - --  --  --  - 20 

Number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practising  of  midwives,  - 17 

Number  of  cases  not  attended  by  doctor  or  midwife,  - - — 

Cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis: — 

Total  number  of  cases,  - --  --  --  - 3 

Total  number  of  deaths,  - --  --  --  - 2 

Number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives,  - 1 

Number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives,  - 1 

b. umbel  of  cases  not  attended  by  doctor  or  midwife,  - - - — 

Cases  of  Pufrperal  Pyrexia: — 

Total  number  of  cases,  --------  - 15 

Total  number  of  deaths,  - --  --  --  - — 

Number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives,  - 6 

Number  of  deaths  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives,  - — 

Number  of  cases  not  attended  by  doctor  or  midwife,  - — 

Cases  of  Stillbirth  (Dead  Born  Children)  : — 

Total  number  of  cases  during  1938,  ------  94 

Actual  number  of  cases  occurring  in  the  practice  of  midwives 

during  1938, 46 

Cases  of  Emergency  : — 

There  were  460  cases  of  emergency,  namely : — 

Ante-natal. — 

Abortion,  30;  Ante-partum  haemorrhage,  35;  Eclampsia,  3;  Illness 
of  mother,  42;  Oedema,  8. 

Intra-natal. 

Abnormal  presentation,  43;  adherent  placenta,  9;  contracted  pelvis, 
12;  delayed  labour,  60;  maternal  distress,  6;  prolapse  of  cord,  3;  torn 
perinium,  107 ; twin  pregnancy,  5 ; uterine  inertia,  9. 

Post-natal. 

Illness  of  mother,  12;  post-partum  haemorrhage,  6 ; pyrexia,  11. 

Child. 

Abnormality,  9;  illness  of  child,  19;  prematurity,  7;  stillborn,  24. 
Notification  : — 

The  following  notifications  required  under  the  rules  of  the  central 
Midwives  Board  and  the  Public  Health  (Ophthalmia  Neonatorum) 
Regulations  (Scotland),  1918,  were  received: — 
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Notification  of  having  advised  artificial  feeding,  - 8 

Notification  of  death,  - --  --  --  5 

Notification  of  having  laid  out  a dead  body,  - 7 

Notification  of  liability  to  be  a source  of  infection, 

Notification  of  ophthalmia  neonatorum,  - 17 

Notification  of  patient’s  failure  to  follow  advice,  - 36 

Notification  of  stillbirth,  ------  38 


Supervision  : — 

Sixty-six  supervisory  visits  were  made  by  the  Assistant  Inspectors  of 
Midwives  during  the  year.  The  work  of  the  midwives  was  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

Forty-seven  midwives  notified  their  intention  to  practice  within  the 
burgh,  but  only  26  were  actually  in  practice.  Of  the  latter,  4 resided 
in  Port-Glasgow. 

All  the  36  expectant  mothers  referred  to  as  having  failed  to  follow 
advice  given  by  their  midwife  were  visited  by  the  health  visitors  with  the 


following  results : — 

Stated  that  own  doctor  was  in  attendance,  - - 1 

Promised  to  call  in  own  doctor,  -----  22 

Confinement  found  to  be  over  or  due,  - - - 5 

Refused  to  attend  ante-natal  clinic  or  to  seek  medical 

advice,  - --  --  --  --  5 

Persuaded  to  attend  ante-natal  clinic,  - 3 


The  numbers  of  expectant  mothers  who  fail  to  follow  their  midwife’s 
advice  shows  a very  marked  drop  and  it  would  seem  that  constant  educa- 
tion is  having  its  effect. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  general  administrative  arrangements  for  the  diagnosis 
and  treatment  of  venereal  diseases  remained  unchanged  dur- 
ing 1938. 

Males. — 

The  out-patient  clinic  is  held  in  the  Greenock  Royal 
Infirmary,  and  hospital  cases  are  admitted  as  before  to  Craw 
Road  Institution,  Paisley. 

There  is  probably  no  other  branch  of  medicine  upon  which 
the  public  are  so  ill-informed,  and  there  exists  a vast  amount 
of  misbelief  and  misconception,  for  which  adequate  propaganda 
could  do  a great  deal  of  good.  Unfortunately  very  little  is  done 
in  this  country,  which  is  a pity,  for  practically  every  case  can 
be  cured  by  modern  treatment,  and  ample  facilities  are  avail- 
able. 

This  year  has  been  an  outstanding  one,  as  it  saw  the  intro- 
duction of  a new  drug  for  the  treatment  of  gonorrhoea;  the 
results  obtained  can  only  be  described  as  phenomenal.  The 
course  of  treatment  is  very  much  shortened,  the  chance  of  cure 


much  greater,  and  the  convenience  to  the  patient  is  of  great 
value. 

The  treatment  of  syphilis  is  unchanged  from  previous  years, 
and  continues  satisfactorily. 

There  were  103  new  cases  in  all  during  the  year,  made  up 


as  follows : — 

Greenock,  59 

Port-Glasgow,  11 

Gourock,  5 

Dumbarton,  2 

Argyllshire,  1 

Ayrshire,  1 

Renfrewishire,  1 

Shipping,  23 


Total,  103 


The  following  Table  gives  comparative  figures  for  the  years 
during  which  the  clinic  has  been  in  operaton : — 


Year 

ending 

31st  December. 

New  Cases. 

Attendances 
at  Clinics. 

Attendances 
at  Centre. 

Total 

Attendances 

1923 

182 

1,592 

5,970 

7,562 

1924 

160 

2,054 

6,436 

8,490 

1925 

178 

2,363 

7,707 

10,070 

1926 

176 

2,923 

10,118 

13,041 

1927 

189 

2,845 

11,245 

14,090 

1928 

194 

3,083 

11,468 

14,551 

1929 

182 

3,373 

7.1S8 

10,561 

1930 

179 

3,043 

7,351 

10,394 

1931 

147 

2,723 

6.039 

S.762 

1932 

130 

3,035 

6,590 

9,625 

1933 

100 

2,883 

5,272 

8,155 

1934 

1(19 

3.376 

7,030 

10,406 

1935 

132 

3,120 

7,462 

10,582 

1936 

177 

3,333 

9,145 

12,478 

1937 

146 

2,649 

8,359 

11,00S 

1938 

103 

2,254 

5,995 

8,249 
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This  year  the  number  of  new  cases  is  less  than  last  year, 
and  is  under  the  average  for  the  past  five  years.  Whether 
this  decrease  is  due  to  a diminishing  incidence  of  these  diseases 
or  to  fewer  people  taking  advantage  of  the  facilities  offered,  it 
is  difficult  to  say;  but  the  rate  in  Greenock  compares  favour- 
ably with  that  throughout  the  country. 

Syphilis  shows  a decline  from  last  year,  there  being  21  new 
cases  as  against  27  in  1937.  Of  these, 21,  12  were  in  the  primary 
stage,  one  in  the  secondary  stage,  and  8 were  late  cases. 

New  cases  of  gonorrhoea  numbered  56,  a big  drop  from  the 
total  of  97  in  1937.  The  great  advance  in  treatment  during 
the  year  has  already  been  mentioned. 

The  following  table  shows  the  cases  dealt  with  during  the 
year : — 


Type  of  Case. 
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Syphilis,  ... 
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Soft  Sore, 
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Non-specific  venereal  infections, 

— 

..r 

Jl 

i 

Ur 

/ 

o 

Conditions  other  than  venereal, 
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This  gives  a defaulter  rate  of  21.7  per  cent,  for  syphilis  and 
15.7  per  cent,  for  gonorrhoea  : this  is  an  increase  over  last  year, 
for  which  no  cause  can  be  ascertained. 

This  year  a new  departure  was  to  circularise  defaulters, 
pointing  out  the  risk  of  not  completing  treatment,  and  asking 
them  to  return  : the  results  have  been  encouraging,  and  justify 
its  continuance.  The  circulars  were  sent  in  plain  envelopes, 
the  address  hand-written,  not'  typed,  and  no  mention  of 
venereal  disease  was  made  in  the  letter. 

Only  two  patients  required  in-patient  treatment  at  Craw 
Road  Institution,  Paisley,  a case  of  acute  orchitis  and  one  of 
acute  bubo  : the  average  stay  in  hospital  was  19  days. 
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There  were  examined  in  the  Glasgow  Public  Health 
Laboratory  155  specimens  of  blood;  all  other  bacteriological 
work  was  done  at  the  clinic,  and  included  1,156  smears  for 
gonococci  and  30  examinations  for  treponema  pallidum. 


Females. — 

The  following  table  gives  the  comparative  figures  for  the 
years  during  which  the  clinic  has  been  in  operation: — 


Period  under  Review. 

New  Cases 

Attendances 
at  Clinics. 

Attendances 
at  Centre. 

Total 

Attendances. 

24th  November  to 
31st  December,  1929. 

. 12 

107 

7 

114 

1930. 

100 

1,209 

127 

1,336 

1931. 

128 

2,061 

458 

2,519 

1932. 

93 

2,064 

652 

2,716 

1933. 

101 

2.127 

1,077 

3.204 

1934. 

79 

1,884 

1,075 

2,959 

1935. 

112 

1,697 

1,163 

2,860 

1936. 

86 

1,830 

1,181 

3,014 

1937. 

85 

2,083 

1,791 

3,874 

1933. 

61 

1,758 

1,466 

3,224 

One  hundred  and  eleven  specimens  of  blood  were  examined 
by  the  Wasserman  test  at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Glasgow,  and  780  smears  for  gonococci  were  dealt  with  at  the 
centre. 


The  following  table  gives  information  regarding  the  type 
of  cases : — 


Type  of  Cask. 

CO 

CO 

0)  ^ 
•*J  - 

’it  ^ 

3 a 

— ’"5 

a +■* 
0,2 

New  Cases 

Returned  for 

further 

treatment. 

Ceased 
to  attend. 

Transferred 

to 

Other  Centres. 
Discharged. 

T5 

9 

Remaining 
31st  Dec.,  1938. 

Syphilis, 
Gonorrhoea, 
Soft  Chanero 

48 

3 

2 

18 



35 

46 

28 

3 

23 

5 3 



46 

— 

— 

— 

— 







Non. specific  venereal 
infections, 

_ 

Conditions  other 
than  venereal, 

3 

30 

- 

- u 

— 

5 
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This  gives  a defaulter  rate  of  33.9  per  cent,  in  the  case  of 
syphilis  and  29.8  per  cent,  in  the  case  of  gonorrhoea.  Last 
year's  figures  were  15.5  per  cent,  and  23.9  per  cent,  respectively, 
while  in  1936  they  were  38.09  per  cent,  and  41.79  per  cent. 
These  figures  vary  considerably,  and  with  the  small  number  of 
cases  it  is  very  difficult  to  draw  any  useful  conclusion. 

Of  the  three  cases  of  syphilis  which  came  under  treatment 
for  the  first  time  during  1938  one  was  in  the  later  stages  of  the 
disease  and  two  were  of  congenital  origin. 

One  patient  was  removed  to  Craw  Road  Hospital,  Paisley, 
suffering  from  syphilis  and  was  78  days  under  treatment. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  AND  AMBULANCE 
ARRANGEMENTS. 

Greenock  and  District  Combination  Hospital,  Gateside: — 

This  hospital  continued  to  give  excellent  service  during  the 
year  and  no  great  difficulty  was  experienced  in  obtaining  the 
admission  of  patients  suffering  from  the  ordinary  infectious 
diseases. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  hospital  was,  however, 
closed  to  tuberculosis  cases  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of 
scarlet  fever  in  Port-Glasgow  and  was  not  re-opened  until 
5th  May,  while  unfortunately  it  had  to  be  closed  again  on  22nd 
October,  and  was  closed  at  the  end  of  the  year  on  account  of 
the  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  in  Greenock.  This  frequent 
closing  to  tuberculosis  cases  is  unfortunate,  as  it  is  often 
difficult,  and  at  time  impossible,  to  find  other  accommodation 
suitable  to  the  type  of  case  treated  there. 

The  new  Nurses’  Home  was  opened  in  September  and  will 
undoubtedly  prove  a great  benefit  to  the  hospital  in  so  far  as  it 
should  make  possible  a more  extended  use  of  the  available  beds. 

The  following  information  regarding  the  treatment  of  cases 
and  the  result  obtained  is  included  by  the  courtesy  of  the 
Medical  Superintendent. 
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1 — Cases  Treated  Classified  According  to  Disease. 


Disease. 

Cases  in  Hospital 
1st  January, 
1938. 

c§ 

tL 

< E: 

c/j 

§g 

tLZl 

i 

*©  -r 
» - 

C -a 

Died  during  1938. 

i*  c 

•S  — © 

ijjg 

x _ 

s-ss 
5 ” 

«s 

Scarlet  Fever, 

88 

647 

624 

8 

103 

1.08 

Diphtheria,  .. 

12 

1*6 

91 

3 

24 

2.54 

Tuberculosis, 

51 

38 

13 

25.49 

Enteric  Fever, 

2 

9 

... 

Measles, 

7 

7 

Erysipelas, 

1 

27 

25 

1 

7.14 

Ghiokenpox,  ... 

1 

1 

... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

1 

12 

1-2 

1 

7.69 

Pneumonia, 

2 

16 

11 

7 

38.88 

Whooping-  Cough,  . . 

3 

3 

Poliomyelitis, 

5 

4 

i 

20.00 

Other  Diseases, 

i 

28 

24 

5 

1724 

Total, 

105 

905 

842 

40 

128 

3.96 

II. — Cases  Classified  According  to  Districts  from  which 

Admitted. 


District. 

Cases  in  Hospital 
1st  January, 
1938. 

Admitted 
during  1938. 

© ?o 

c2  ,"~ 
— be 
© c 

33  .— 

Died  in  Hospital. 

r* 

|_  | 

5 H.  © oo 
© ? © - 
U • - © w. 

isr 

5 - 

Greenock, 

45 

722 

631 

83 

103 

Gouroek, 

9 

49 

53 

o 

3 

Port-Glasgow, 

49 

131 

153 

5 

22 

County, 

2 

3 

5 

Total, 

105 

905 

842 

40 

12S 

III. — Average  Period  of  Residence  of  Patients  Dischargfd 

During  1938. 


Discharged 

Aggregate 

Average 

Days’ 

Disease. 

during 

Number  of  Days’ 

1938. 

Residence. 

Residence. 

Scarlet  Fever, 

624 

23,869 

38 

Diphtheria, 

91 

3,302 

36 
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IV. — Cases  Admitted  from  the  Burgh  of  Greenock 
Classified  According  to  Disease. 


Diskasr. 

Cases  in  Hospital 
1st  January, 
1938. 

Admitted  1938. 

Discharged  1938. 

Died  1938. 

Cases  remaining 
i 31st  December, 
1938. 

Fatality 

Rate. 

Scarlet  Fever, 

35 

514 

459 

5 

85 

0.91 

Diphtheria 

6 

79 

64 

3 

18 

3.52 

Tuberculosis. 

51 

38 

18 

25.49 

Enteric  Fever, 

2 

2 

Measles, 

6 

6 

Erysipelas, 

17 

15 

2 

11.76 

Chickenpox,  . 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Fever. 

1 

11 

12 

Pneumonia, 

2 

13 

9 

6 

40.00 

Whooping  Cough, 

3 

3 

Poliomyelitis, 

3 

2 

1 

33.33 

Other  Diseases. 

1 

22 

20 

3 

13.04 

Total, 

45 

722 

631 

33 

103 

4.30 

West  Renfrewshire  Combination  Smallpox  Hospital. 

No  cases  of  smallpox  occurred  during  the  year,  and  the 
arrangements  in  connection  with  this  hospital  remained  un- 
changed. 


Smithston  Hospital. 

Information  regarding  the  hospital  section  of  Smithston 
Institution  will  be  found  under  “ Medical  Care  and  Nursing 
of  the  Sick  Poor.” 


Ambulance  Arrangements. — 

There  has  been  no  change  in  this  service  during  the  year:  it 
remained  efficient  and  satisfactory. 


MEDICAL  CARE  AND  NURSING  OF  THE  SICK  POOR. 

(I).  Nursing  Service. 

The  arrangements  for  the  nursing  services  during  the  year 
remained  unaltered  and  the  nursing  work  was  very  satis- 
factorily performed  by  the  staff  of  the  Greenock  and  District 
Nursing  Association  under  the  direction  of  the  outdoor  medical 
officers, 
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(II).  Medical  Service. 

General. 

The  arrangements  of  carrying  on  the  work  by  the  use  of 
three  part-time  medical  practitioners  was  continued  during 
1938,  and  no  difficulty  of  any  kind  was  encountered. 

The  following  persons  received  outdoor  medical  relief : — 


Males,  1,539 

Females,  - 3,376 

Children,  2,112 


Total,  7,027 


Menial.  — 

The  clinic  for  nervous  disorders  was  carried  on  during  the 
year,  but  only  four  patients  attended. 

The  Corporation  still  has  before  it  the  question  of  the  pro- 
vision of  suitable  observation  ward  accommodation,  and  if  and 
when  such  is  provided  it  is  probable  that  this  clinic  can  do 
really  useful  work. 

III. — Institutional  Medical  Arrangements  : — 

Hospital. — 

There  has  been  no  change  of  note  in  the  arrangements  for 
the  treatment  of  patients  at  Smithston  Hospital.  Although 
the  hospital  still  remains  inadequate  and  unsatisfactory,  as 
judged  by  modern  standards,  the  care  given  to  the  patients  by 
the  staff  is  excellent. 

Proposed  Municipal  Hospital. — 

No  decision  was  taken  during  the  year  with  regard  to  the 
provision  of  the  proposed  new  general  hospital  to  replace  the 
hospital  wards  at  Smithston,  and  to  make  provision  for  other 
necessary  hospital  requirements. 

Dr.  Leggett’s  Annual  Report  on  Smithston  Poorhouse. 

I beg  to  submit  the  following  report  arranged  as  far  as 
possible  on  the  lines  indicated  in  Public  Assistance  Circular  No. 
59,  Appendix  IT.  issued  by  the  Department  of  Health  for  Scot- 
land, on  the  28th  of  December,  1938,  which  asks  specially  for 
the  information  given  below. 
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A report  surveying  the  Institution,  its  suitability  as  a whole, 
its  location,  state  of  repair,  etc.  from  the  medical  standpoint, 
was  recently  submitted  to  the  Council  by  Officials  of  the 
Health  Department,  Edinburgh,  and  appears  to  cover  the 
whole  position  as  it  exists  at  present  except  as  regards  some 
details  which  are  more  easily  observed  in  the  actual  day  to  day 
working  routine  such  as  the  difficulty  in  obtaining  the  services 
of  certificated  Nurses.  Tt  is  agreed  that  the  number  of  water 
closets  and  facilities  for  slunging  are  inadequate,  especially 
the  latter  in  the  larger  wards  where  about  50  per  cent,  of  the 
patients  are  so  helpless  and  faulty  in  their  habits  that  they 
are  unable  to  use  water  closets.  Otherwise  the  report  referred 
to  is  of  such  a detailed,  critical  and  decisive  nature  that  the 
question  of  the  suitability  or  otherwise  of  the  Hospital  for  its 
present  purpose  is  a matter  for  the  Council  and  the  Health 
Department  to  decide. 

The  following  statement  is  in  the  nature  of  answers  to 
questions  which  appear  in  Appendix  II.  of  the  Circular  referred 
to  above. 

A. — Sick  Wards. 

Accommodation. — 

The  number  of  beds  available  at  present  for  sick  persons  of 
all  kinds  is  55  for  males  and  59  for  females.  There  is  no  satis- 
factory means  of  separating  acute  from  chronic  cases.  No 
beds  are  set  apart  for  the  accommodation  of  sick  children  but 
a number  are  still  admitted  as  only  children  up  to  5 years  of  age 
are  treated  in  the  Rankin  Memorial  Hospitals. 

When  maternity  cases  who  are  7,  8,  or  9 months  pregnant 
are  admitted  to  this  institution,  notification  is  sent  to  the 
Resident  Medical  Officer  of  the  Rankin  Hospital,  who  arranges 
for  a pre-natal  examination  of  the  patient.  When  labour 
appears  imminent  in  any  case,  the  patient  is  trnsferred  to  the 
Rankin  Hospital  for  confinement. 

The  lighting  and  ventilation  appear  adequate  for  present 
purposes,  but  the  system  of  central  heating  is  not  of  an  up-to- 
date  type.  Difficulty  and  inconvenience  still  exist  as  a result  of 
hot  water  not  being  available  during  the  night  in  the  summer 
months. 

Provisions  for  the  isolation  of  patients  is  not  satisfactory. 
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B. — Staff. 

There  is  one  Resident  Medical  Officer. 

Miss  A.  C.  McMillan,  Superintendent  of  Nurses,  state 
registered  with  certificates  of  General  training  and  Mental 
nursing,  and  holds  the  C.M.B.  certificate. 

The  number  of  registered  nurses  employed  is  as  follows: — 
General  Register,  3;  Fever,  5;  Tuberculosis,  1;  C.M.R.  and 
Mental,  1. 

Three  nurses  hold  the  Central  Midwives  Board  Certificate. 

Three  Assistant  Nurses  are  employed. 


C. — Patients. 

The  average  number  of  patients  in  the  sick  wards  during  the 
year  was  41  men,  41  women,  and  1 child,  and  the  maximum 
number  49  men,  48  women,  and  3 children. 

There  was  one  confinement  during  the  year. 


D. — Special  Treatment. 

No  cases  of  tuberculosis  are  admitted,  but  in  the  event  of  a 
case  being  discovered  in  the  institution,  notification  is  at  once 
sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  deals  with  the 
matter. 

Cases  of  venereal  disease  are  intimated  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  or  are  sent  to  the  V.D.  Clinic  for  examination 
and  treatment.  In  the  meantime  they  arc  accommodated  in 
the  Probationary  Wards. 

Patients  showing  symptoms  of  mental  derangement  are 
admitted  to  the  hospital  wards  for  supervision,  and  if  necessary 
examined  by  two  outside  doctors.  There  are  no  separate 
observation  wards. 

Two  local  practitioners  have  been  appointed  to  visit  the 
institution  when  the  Resident  Medical  Officer  requires  their 
services.  This  arrangement  works  satisfactorily. 

There  is  rarely  any  difficulty  in  having  patients  admitted 
to  the  Greenock  Royal  Infirmary  for  special  treatment. 
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E.  — Diet. 

Patients  and  nursing  staff  are  provided  with  sufficient  food. 
Extra  sick  diet,  e.g.  milk,  eggs,  fish,  bovril,  fruit,  and  vege- 
tables, are  always  available  and  are  supplied  to  all  patients 
where  advisable.  The  Council  does  not  restrict  the  Medical 
Officer  in  the  matter  of  providing  whatever  food  and  medicine 
appear  to  be  reasonably  necessary  towards  improving  the 
health  and  well-being  of  the  patients. 

F.  — General. 

.Suggestions  of  this  nature  are  contained  in  a report  recently 
made  by  the  Officials  of  the  Health  Department,  Edinburgh. 

I am  of  the  opinion  that  the  provision  of  at  least  one  ad- 
ditional water  closet  in  each  of  the  bigger  wards  and  proper 
provision  for  slunging  in  these  wards  would  be  a decided  im- 
provement. 

Asylum. — 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  administration  of  the 
asylum  during  the  year.  The  construction  of  the  new  block 
was  begun  and  considerable  progress  had  been  made  at  the 
end  of  the  period. 

As  already  noted,  four  female  patients  who  had  had  enteric 
fever  during  1937  were  found  to  be  “ carriers  ” of  the  disease 
and  were  removed  to  Hawkhead  Asylum,  Glasgow. 

Dr.  Leggett’s  Annual  Report  on  (Ireenock  Parochial 

Asylum. 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  following  report  on  the 
Greenock  Parochial  Asylum  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1938. 

General  Statistics. — 

On  the  31st  December,  1937,  the  number  of  patients  on  the 
register  was  264,  of  which  153  were  men  and  111  women. 
During  the  year  under  review  23  men  and  16  women  were 
admitted,  so  that  the  total  number  under  treatment  was  303, 
that  is  4 less  than  last  year. 

The  number  of  patients  discharged  was  25.  Of  these  17  left 
the  institution  as  recovered,  5 were  transferred  to  other 
asylums,,  and  3 were  boarded  out. 
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The  number  of  deaths  was  17. 

The  names  of  261  patients  remained  on  the  register  on  the 
31st  December,  1938,  of  which  152  were  men  and  109  women, 
being  a decrease  of  1 man  and  2 women  as  compared  with  the 
corresponding  date  last  year. 

The  daily  average  number  resident  was  264. 

One  private  case  and  one  boarder  were  accommodated  in 
the  asylum  during  the  year,  the  boarder  being  chargeable  to 
Glasgow.  The  private  case  was  transferred  to  Glasgow  Royal 
Mental  Hospital  and  the  boarder  was  discharged  recovered. 

Six  service  patients  were  in  residence  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
no  change  having  taken  place  as  regards  numbers  of  indivi- 
duals. Five  of  these  belong  to  the  burgh  of  Greenock  and  one 
to  the  county  of  Argyll.  The  cost  of  maintenance  and  of  cer- 
tain extras  continues  to  be  defrayed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Pensions,  and  this  arrangement  also  applies  to  the  case  of  an 
ex-serviceman  not  in  the  service  patients’  category.  All  these 
men  were  seen  and  interviewed  by  the  Ministry  of  Pnsions’ 
Medical  Inspector  on  the  18th  Tune.  The  official  report  sub- 
sequently made  was  of  a very  satisfactory  nature. 

Admissions. — 

The  number  of  admissions  was  39,  consisting  of  23  men  and 
16  women,  being  a decrease  of  3 men  and  1 woman  as  compared 
with  last  year.  Thirty-one  were  admitted  for  the  first  time 
and  8 had  had  previous  attacks. 

The  following  are  the  forms  of  mental  disorder  from  which 
those  who  were  admitted  suffered: — 

Melancholia,  8;  mania,  7;  dementia  praecox,  6;  de- 
lusional insanity,  5;  organic  dementia,  3;  senile  dementia, 

1 ; war  psychosis,  1 ; insanity  with  brain  lesion,  1 ; moral 
insanity,  1 ; congenital  mental  deficiency  with  epilepsy,  1. 

The  admission  rate  for  the  year  was  well  below  the  average, 
the  number  of  males,  as  is  usual  in  Greenock,  exceeding  that  of 
females.  The  year  1934  was,  however,  an  isolated  exception 
in  this  respect,  but  this  was  again  completely  reversed  in  the 
following  year  1935,  when  the  number  of  males  admitted  ex- 
ceeded that  of  females  by  as  many  as  21.  It  is  interesting  to 
note  the  variation  in  the  admission  rate  from  year  to  year. 
For  example,  the  number  of  male  patients  admitted  in  1935 
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was  34,  whereas  in  the  following  year  it  fell  to  20.  Although 
the  male  admission  rate  ten  years  ago  was  exactly  the  same 
as  for  this  year,  nevertheless  the  number  of  male  patients  in 
residence  has  increased  by  30,  showing  the  tendency  towards 
a process  of  accumulation  which  exists  in  all  asylums  as  a 
result  of  the  admission  rate  usually  exceeding  the  recovery 
and  death  rate  combined. 

During  the  past  few  years  the  availability  of  the  Pavilion  for 
housing  male  patients  has  been  of  the  greatest  value  in  re- 
lieving congestion  in  the  main  building.  The  new  block  now  in 
process  of  erection  will  further  reduce  congestion  in  the  male 
section  and  leave  the  pavilion  free  for  female  cases  and  so 
reduce  congestion  in  the  female  section.  This  section  is  very 
badly  congested  at  present,  both  as  regards  occommodation 
for  patients  and  nurses,  and  obviously  some  arrangement  must 
be  made  to  meet  the  situation  when  the  working  hours  are 
shortened.  Rooms  are  being  provided  in  the  new  block  to 
house  a sufficient  number  of  additional  attendants  for  this 
purpose,  but  no  provision  so  far  has  been  made  for  the  in- 
creased female  staff,  some  of  whom  even  now  have  to  occupy 
very  limited  floor  space. 

The  following  table  may  be  of  interest  in  showing  the  ad- 
mission rate  from  year  to  year  amongst  males  and  females : — 


Year. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1929 

32 

26 

58 

1930 

31 

16 

47 

1931 

31 

18 

49 

1932 

28 

29 

57 

1933 

31 

19 

50 

1934 

25 

26 

51 

1935 

34 

13 

47 

1936 

20 

18 

38 

1937 

26 

17 

43 

1938 

23 

16 

1 

39 

Discharges. — 

The  number  of  discharges  during  the  year  was  25;  of  this 
number  17  left  the  institution  as  recovered.  One,  being  a 
private  patient,  was  transferred  to  Glasgow  Royal  Mental 
Hospital ; 3 were  boarded  out  in  Arran  and  4 were  found  to  be 
enteric  “ carriers  ” and  were  transferred  to  Glasgow  District 
Asylum  at  Hawkhead  where  such  patients  are  segregated. 
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The  recovery  rate  for  the  year,  calculated  on  the  admis- 
sions, is  43.5  per  cent.  This  is,  of  course,  a very  good  result, 
is  well  above  the  average  for  all  Scottish  Asylums  and  reflects 
great  credit  on  the  efforts  of  the  nursing  staff,  especially  as 
ah  the  patients  who  were  discharged  recovered  were  able  to 
leave  the  institution  within  6 months  of  their  admission. 

Deaths. 

Twelve  men  and  5 women  died  during  the  year,  being  a de- 
crease of  4 men  and  5 women  as  compared  with  last  year. 

Of  those  who  died,  one  patient  had  been  resident  in  the 
asylum  for  40  years,  one  for  39  years,  one  for  35  years,  one  for 
30  years  and  one  for  24  years.  On  the  other  hand,  one  male 
patient  aged  88  was  in  a dying  condition  at  the  time  of  admis- 
sion and  only  lived  for  3 days.  Another  patient,  obviously 
suffering  from  organic  disease  of  the  brain,  died  within  7 days. 
These  last  two  cases  were  so  weak  and  helpless  in  a physical 
sense  and  so  harmless  mentally  that  it  seems  unnecessary  they 
should  have  been  certified  as  insane  and  died  as  such.  Besides 
every  single  bed  in  the  asylum  is  needed  for  what  are  genuinely 
insane  cases. 

The  death-rate,  calculated  on  the  daily  average  number 
resident,  is  6.4  per  cent.,  which  is  considerably  below  that  of 
last  year. 

The  certified  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: — 

General  paralysis  of  insane,  3;  senile  decay,  3; 
pernicious  anaemia,  2;  cerebral  tumour,  1 ; cerebral 
haemorrhage,  1 ; pneumonia — lobar,  1 ; military  tuber- 
culosis of  lungs,  1 ; cancer  of  liver,  1 ; cirrhosis  of  liver, 
1 ; cardio-vascular  degeneration,  1 ; and  chronic  myo- 
carditis, 1. 

Dental  Treatment. 

Mr  Blake  and  Mr  Sinclair,  Dental  Surgeons,  continue  to 
visit  the  institution  when  their  services  are  found  to  be 
necessary. 


Epidemics  : — 

Diphtheria. — 

Early  in  the  month  of  January  a female  patient  was  dis- 
covered to  have  an  affection  of  her  throat;  a swab  was  taken 
and  sent  for  examination  and  found  to  be  positive  to  diphtheria. 
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^he  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was  notified  and  precautionary 
measures  immediately  instituted  in  order,  as  far  as  possible, 
to  control  and  prevent  spread  of  this  highly  infectious  disease. 
Within  a period  of  three  days,  that  is  between  the  twelfth 
and  fifteenth  January,  the  throats  of  56  patients  and  22  nurses 
were  swabbed  as  all  these  patients  and  members  of  the  staff 
were  looked  upon  as  being  possible  “ contacts  Out  of  this 
number  2 patients  and  1 nurse  returned  positive  reactions,  and 
5 were  described  as  suspicious.  The  patients  referred  to  above 
as  being  positive  and  suspicious  were  immediately  put  into 
strict  isolation  and  the  nurse  was  sent  to  Gateside  Fever 
Hospital.  A week  later  the  swabs  of  all  5 suspicious  cases  were 
examined  and  one  was  returned  now  as  being  positive.  As  a 
result  of  this,  swabs  were  taken  of  a further  41  patients  (that  is 
a total  of  97)  ; in  fact  a swab  was  taken  from  every  female 
patient  in  whose  case  this  procedure  was  at  all  possible)  out 
of  which  number  only  one  was  returned  as  positive,  so  that  by 
the  24th  January  a total  of  9 patients  were  actually  in  isolation, 
and  no  additional  individuals  returned  positive  swabs,  though 
swabs  were  examined  repeatedly  in  the  case  of  a number  of 
patients  whose  cases  were  in  the  least  suspicious.  Subsequently 
all  the  patients  in  isolation  returned  negative  swabs  with  the 
exception  of  the  first  3 to  develop  the  disease.  Positive  swabs 
were  so  persistent  in  these  cases  that  tonsillectomy  was  de- 
cided upon  in  all  three  of  them  and  these  operations  were 
successfully  carried  out  by  Dr.  Keith  Robertson  and  Dr.  Cook 
on  16th  February.  The  process  of  release  from  isolation 
gradually  proceeded  and  by  the  12th  April  all  affected  patients 
had  returned  to  their  respective  wards.  Tt  is  not  perhaps  un- 
reasonable to  state  that  on  account  of  the  highly  infectious 
nature  of  this  disease  and  the  difficulties  associated  with  the 
investigation,  isolation  and  control  of  mental  cases,  the  results 
of  the  efforts  of  the  staff  were  satisfactory. 

Typhoid. — 

As  a result  of  the  outbreak  of  Typhoid  Fever  which 
occurred  and  was  dealt  with  during  the  second  half  of  1937, 
it  was  decided  to  continue  sending  the  excreta  of  all  those 
patients  who  had  developed  the  disease,  once  a month  for  a 
period  of  one  year.  This  proceduce  was  regularly  and  care- 
fully carried  out,  with  the  result  that,  during  the  course  of  the 
year,  4 of  those  patients  were  found  to  be  “carriers  ” and  were 
transferred  to  Hawkhead  Asylum.  Two  of  these  transfers 
took  place  in  February  and  March  respectively,  one  in  October, 
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and  one  in  December,  so  that,  although  two  of  them  were 
discovered  quite  soon,  the  remaining  two  had  returned 
negative  reactions  from  November,  1937  until  October  and 
December,  1938  respectively.  This  shows,  as  a matter  of 
interest,  the  long  period  which  may  elapse  and  eventually  a 
positive  result  shown  in  the  case  of  a person  who  had  been  the 
subject  of  this  disease.  On  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  the  excreta  of  the  five  remaining  patients  are  still 
being  sent  at  monthly  intervals,  for  examination  in  order  that, 
as  far  as  possible,  no  doubt  will  remain  regarding  the  safety 
of  other  patients. 

Parole  : — 

Three  patients  were  allowed  out  “ on  pass  ” for  28  days  in 
the  care  of  relations  to  test  their  fitness  for  discharge.  All  of 
them  proved  themselves  fit  to  remain  at  home. 

Twelve  patients  are  allowed  parole  within  the  grounds  about 
the  institution  and  one  male  patient  outside  the  grounds. 

Entertainment  : — 

The  usual  weekly  dances  and  monthly  entertainments  were 
held  during  the  winter  and  excursions  by  motor  ’bus  to  the 
beach  at  Seamill  during  the  summer  months. 

A special  entertainment  was  provided  by  the  Empire  Theatre 
Company  at  Christmas  time.  This  entertainment  was  an 
excellent  one  and  greatly  enjoyed  and  appreciated  by  the 
patients  and  our  gratitude  is  due  to  Mr  McLaughlin,  the 
Manager  of  the  Empire  for  his  kindness  in  making  the 
necessary  arrangements. 

Several  tea  parties  were  provided  by  the  nurses  for  a number 
of  female  patients  during  the  year  and  the  wards  on  both 
male  and  female  sides  were  attractively  decorated  at  Christmas 
and  New  Year  by  the  nurses  and  attendants  at  their  own 
expense. 

The  football  ground  was  levelled  and  sown  with  grass  seed 
and  is  now  quite  a good  class  pitch.  The  ground  has  been  in 
frequent  use  by  the  patients  and  staff  and  is  a great  asset  as  a 
means  of  recreation. 

Accommodation  : — 

In  the  early  part  of  February  operations  were  started  in 
connection  with  the  erection ^af  a new  block  within  the  grounds 
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for  the  accommodation  of  40-50  male  patients.  Considerable 
advance  was  made  until  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  when 
severe  weather  conditions  were  responsible  for  holding  up 
what  otherwise  might  have  been  reasonable  progress. 


Staff. — 

During  the  year  15  members  of  the  nursing  staff  were  off 
duty  for  variable  periods  on  account  of  minor  illnesses,  and 
one  nurse  was  treated  in  Gateside  Fever  Hospital  for 
diphtheria. 

On  the  17th  October  a nurse,  when  cycling  on  the  Inverkip 
Road,  accidently  fell  and  sustained  such  severe  head  injuries 
that  she  died  in  the  Greenock  Royal  Infirmary  on  the  following 
day.  She  had  been  engaged  in  a temporary  capacity  and  had 
been  in  the  service  for  four  months. 

Three  male  and  two  female  nurses  passed  the  preliminary 
examination  of  the  Royal  Medico-Psycholog-ical  Association 
and  two  male  and  one  female  nurses  qualified  at  the  Final 
examination,  and  obtained  the  Nursing  Certificate.  The  im- 
possibility of  obtaining  suitable  probationer  nurses  continues 
to  be  a source  of  great  concern,  especially  on  account  of  the 
number  of  resignations  which  have  taken  place  and  appear 
likely  to  take  place  in  the  near  future  amongst  the  more  senior 
members  of  the  staff.  Marriage  is  the  cause  of  these  resigna- 
tions in  almost  every  case. 

H.M.  Commissioner  of  the  General  Board  of  Control,  paid 
official  visits  on  the  26th  April  and  6th  September,  and  supplied 
satisfactory  reports  on  the  general  care,  attention,  condition, 
and  treatment  of  the  patients. 

T have  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  loyal  support  and 
assistance  of  the  nursing  staff  and  the  courtesy  and  considera- 
tion shown  to  me  by  the  Committee  during  the  year. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

All  bacteriological  examinations  of  ordinary  specimens  con- 
nected with  infectious  disease  were,  as  formerly,  carried  out 
!by  the  Medical  Superintendent  of  Gateside  Hospital 

The  following  table  gives  the  numbers  and  results  of  the 
^examinations  made : — 
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Nature  of  Specimen. 

1 

Positive. 

Negative,  Total. 

Throat  swab, 

75 

600  675 

Sputum, 

38 

250  2SS 

Blood 

3 

13  16 

Cerebro-suinal  fluid, 

3 3 

Urine, 

5 5 

Vaginal  Smear, 

1 1 

Bus,  ...  — 

... 

5 5 

Pleural  fluid. 

3 3 

Faeces, 

3 3 

Total. 

116 

S83  999 

In  addition  169  special  examinations  were  carried  out  at  the 
Public  Plealth  Laboratory,  Glasgow,  in  connection  chiefly  with 
enteric  fever  and  dysentry,  with  the  following  results : — 


Nature  of  Specimen. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

Faeces  for  enteric  organisms, 

3 

76 

79 

Urine  for  enteric  organisms, 

1 

76 

/ / 

Faeces  for  dysentery  organisms. 

3 

4 

9 

Faeces  for  pathological 
i organisms, 

(Flexner) 

2 

(Sonne) 

1 

1 

Blood  for  Br.  abortus  etc., 

— 

1 

1 

Sputum  fpr  pathogenic 
| organisms, 

1 

1 

Swab  for  haemolyfic  streotococci 

1 

1 

Total, 

9 

160 

169 

One  specimen  of  pleural  fluid  and  one  of  urine  were  sent  to 
the  slaughterhouse  for  biological  examination  for  tuberculosis, 
in  each  case  with  negative  result.  Five  specimens  of  urine 
were  sent  for  the  Friedman  test  of  pregnancy.  In  3 cases  a 
positive  result  was  later  verified,  while  in  1 case  an  indefinite 
result  was  followed  by  abortion  before  the  test  could  be  re- 
peated, and  in  the  other  a negative  result  could  not  be 
satisfactorily  proved. 
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SERA.  VACCINES,  AND  INSULIN. 

Anti-Diphtheria  Serum.— The  emergency  supply  of  diph- 
theria antitoxin  at  the  Public  Health  Office  and  the  Central 
Police  Station  was  kept  up  during  the  year.  Forty-four 
thousand  units  were  purchased. 

Anti-Scarlatinal  Serum. — One  thousand  and  twenty  ccs. 
were  purchased,  while  30  cc.  were  issued  to  doctors,  and  960 
ccs.  were  used  in  the  Maternity  Hospital. 

Anti-Meningococcus  Serum. — None  of  this  serum  was  pur- 
chased during  the  year  and  as  there  has  been  no  request  for 
it  for  a considerable  period,  it  was  decided  to  discontinue 
stocking  it. 

T.A.P).  Vaccine. — Twelve  sets  of  this  vaccine  were  bought 
and  11  were  sent  to  Smithston  Institution  for  the  inoculation 
of  the  asylum  staff. 

Whooping  Cough  Vaccine— It  was  not  necessary  to  purchase 
any  of  this  product  during  1938,  but  5 ccs.  were  issued  to 
doctors  in  necessitous  cases. 

Insulin. — Forty-three  thousand  six  hundred  units  were 
purchased  and  34,806  were  supplied  to  8 patients  under  the 
approved  arrangements. 


PORT  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

During  the  year  91  passenger  liners  inward  bound  from 
Canada  and  the  United  States  were  boarded  by  the  staff  of  the 
Department.  This  is  again  the  highest  number  ever  recorded 
in  the  history  of  the  port,  the  figures  for  the  last  fourteen  years 
being  as  follows  : — 


1924,  - 

- 

12 

1931,  - 

- 

69 

1925  - 

- 

24 

1932,  - 

- 

64 

1926.  - 

- 

20 

1933,  - 

- 

63 

1927.  - 

- 

28 

1934,  - 

- 

69 

1928  - 

- 

49 

1935,  - 

- 

69 

1929  - 

- 

63 

1936,  - 

- 

84 

1930  - 

- 

66 

1937  - 

- 

86 

1938,  91 


The  total  number  of  passengers  landed  from  these  ships  wTas 
9,206  of  whom  2,026  were  aliens.  Two  hundred  and  fifty-three 
aliens  were  examined  at  the  request  of  the  Immigration 
Officers,  but  in  no  case  w'as  it  necessary  to  issue  a medical 
certificate.  One  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  removed 
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to  Gateside  Hospital  and  3 cases  of  non-infectious  disease  were 
sent  t-o  the  Royal  Infirmary.  In  addition  to  these  inward  bound 
ships,  one  cruise  ship  landed  86  passengers,  while  one  outward 
bound  ship  landed  a case  of  tonsillitis,  and  another  a case  of 
haemorrhage. 

One  hundred  and  one  incoming  cargo  ships  were  boarded  by 
the  staff  of  the  department,  either  at  the  anchorage  or  in  the 
harbours  and  a general  survey  was  carried  out  in  each  case. 
The  chief  articles  of  cargo  discharged  by  48  ships  -were  sugar, 
fertilizers,  timber,  machinery,  molasses,  and  cotton  seed,  while 
47  ships  docked  for  overhaul,  5 for  bunkers,  and  one  for  break- 
ing up.  In  all  cases  rat  guards  or  equivalent  measures  were 
insisted  on  as  formerly.  On  the  whole  the  ships  were  main- 
tained in  fairly  good  sanitary  condition,  and  any  defects  dis- 
covered were  pointed  out  for  appropriate  action.  The  health 
of  the  crews  was  in  the  main  good,  only  one  case  of  pneumonia 
and  one  of  influenza  being  removed  to  hospital.  One  outward 
bound  ship  was  boarded  and  a case  of  measles  was  removed 
therefrom. 

Twenty-one  of  these  cargo  vessels  produced  valid  deratisa- 
tion  certificates  and  70  valid  exemption  certificates,  all  issued 
in  accordance  with  article  28  of  the  International  Sanitary 
Convention  of  Paris,  while  3 ships  had  valid  certificates  not  on 
the  recognised  form.  Two  ships  had  deratisation  certificates 
and  four  exemption  certificates  which  were  not  valid.  Four 
of  these  last  ships  had  certificates  issued  to  them,  and  in  two 
the  Master’s  undertaking  was  received  that  he  would  obtain 
a fresh  certificate  after  proceeding  to  his  home  port.  In  one 
case  the  ship  arrived  to  be  broken  up  and  did  not  require  the 
issue  of  a certificate. 

Eight  deratisation  certificates  were  granted  during  the  year, 
all  after  fumigation  with  hydrogen  cyanide,  102  rats  being 
recovered.  In  41  exemption  certificates  were  issued  after  due 
examination  of  the  ship  had  been  carried  out. 

I lie  principle  of  examining  every  ship  as  soon  as  possible  ] 
after  arrival  for  the  presence  of  rats  was  continued,  and  in  8 
vessels  trapping  and  catching  were  resorted  to,  193  rats  being 
recovered. 

The  Parrots  (Prohibition  of  Import)  Regulations  (Scotland) 
continued  in  force  during  the  year  and  approximate  measures 
were  taken  when  necessary. 
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Registration  of  the  telegraphic  address  “ Portelth, 
Greenock,”  was  continued  during  the  year. 


DISINFECTION. 

House  Disinfection. — 

The  arrangements  previously  in  force  for  house  disinfection 
were  continued.  Spraying  with  approved  disinfectant  is  the 
only  method  used. 

Three  disinfections  were  carried  out  following  diseases 
which  were  not  considered  infectious,  and  appropriate  charge 
was  made. 

Disinfecting  Station. — 

No  material  change  was  made  in  the  Disinfecting  Station 
during  the  year,  the  usual  overhauls  and  minor  repairs  to  plant 
and  buildings  being  carried  out. 

The  number  of  articles  dealt  with  was  16,116  and  of  these 
15,821  were  disinfected  and  washed,  and  295  were  disinfected 
only,  while  in  addition  287  articles  were  destroyed.  Of  the 
articles  disinfected,  6,832  were  treated  by  steam  under 
pressure,  9.017  by  disinfectant  solution,  and  267  were  sprayed 
with  formalin. 


RECEPTION  HOUSE. 

No  contacts  of  infectious  disease  were  actually  admitted 
during  the  year.  Thirty  persons,  however,  were  housed  for 
periods  amounting  in  all  to  67  days,  the  average  stay  per 
person  being  2.32  days.  Twenty-nine  were  admitted  in  order 
that  satisfactory  disinfection  of  house,  bedding  and  personal 
clothing  might  be  carried  out  on  account  of  scabies,  the  disease 
being  treated  while  the  persons  were  in  residence,  and  the 
other  was  admitted  for  cleansing  on  account  of  the  presence  of 
vermin. 

Twenty-three  families  were  provided  with  blankets  on  loan 
during  disinfection  following  infectious  disease  as  an 
alternative  to  their  admission  to  the  Reception  House. 
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MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Consumpt  of  Milk. — 

Although  no  large  scale  investigation  was  carried  out  during 
the  year  into  the  consumpt  of  milk,  it  would  appear  from  the 
information  available  that  this  is  probably  rather  less  than 
half-a-pint  per  head  per  day. 

Supervision — 

The  usual  careful  supervision  of  the  milk  supply  was  carried 
out  during  the  year  and  it  was  found  that  the  methods  of 
producers  and  retailers  appeared  to  be  gradually  improving. 

There  were  again  a few  problems  in  connection  with  the  milk 
supply  particularly  that  provided  to  schools,  but  these  were  not 
of  a serious  nature. 

In  all  93  licences  were  granted  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Orders  (Scotland)  1936-37.  Two  of  these  were 
to  producers  of  “ standard  milk  ”,  the  first  in  the  burgh. 

Bacteriological  Examinations — 

Under  the  scheme  for  the  bacteriological  examinations,  266 
samples  were  examined  with  the  following  results : — 


Sources 

of  Supply. 

Distri- 
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Number  of  Samples,  ... 

11 

57 

— 

15 
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1 

19 

2 

18 

.. 

266  1 

Bacterial  content  of  samples  per  m.l. 

Not  over  5,00b,  .... 

3 

3 

— 

14 

n 

1 

1 

i 

4 

2 
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5 

6 
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9 

15 
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— 

3 
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6 

3 
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8 
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22 

7 

36 

— 

6 

4 

0 
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In  addition,  10  washed  bottles  were  examined,  and  of  those 
5 were  found  to  be  sterile ; the  other  5 had  bacterial  counts 
varying  from  22  to  616  bacteria  per  m.l. 

T uberculosis — 

Seventy-seven  samples  of  milk  were  submitted  to  the 
biological  test  during  the  year.  Of  these,  3 gave  a positive 
result.  Investigation  discovered  in  one  case  two  cows  suffer- 
ing from  tuberculosis,  in  another  one  cow,  and  in  the  third  no 
evidence  of  the  disease  was  discovered  at  the  farm.  Informa- 
tion was  later  received  that  the  affected  cows  had  been  dealt 
with  under  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

Infectious  Disease — 

As  already  stated,  a small  epidemic  of  mild  bacillary 
dysentery  occurred  in  Gateside  Hospital,  and  the  infection  was 
quickly  found  to  be  milk-borne.  This  was  effectively  dealt 
with  by  the  County  Health  Department. 

No  other  cases  of  infectious  disease  carried  by  milk  were 
encountered,  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  stop  the  milk  supply 
from  any  farm  or  milk  shop  during  the  year.  As  usual  a number 
of  contacts  were  excluded  from  handling  milk  for  a period  as  a 
precautionary  measure. 

Veterinary  Inspection — 

The  Veterinary  Inspector  reported  that  during  the  first 
three  months  of  the  year  the  average  number  of  cows  in  the 
burgh  was  256,  and  the  standard  of  cleanliness  was  generally 
very  satisfactory.  Two  of  these  cows  were  found  to  suffer 
from  mastitis  and  the  use  of  the  milk  for  human  consumpt  was 
prohibited  until  recovery  had  haken  place.  In  no  case  was  the 
tuberculin  test  applied  under  section  22  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies 
(Scotland)  Act,  1914. 

On  1st  April  this  work  was  taken  over  by  the  veterinary 
staff  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  but  unfortunately  for  the 
last  nine  months  it  is  not  possible  to  get  information  covering 
the  burgh  of  Greenock  alone. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Slaughterhouse  : — 

The  work  at  the  slaughterhouse  continued  to  be  satisfactory, 
and  the  arrangements  for  meat  inspection  during  the  year  re- 


70 


mained  unaltered.  The  question  of  the  provision  of  a new 
slaughterhouse  was  under  discussion,  and  there  is  little  doubt 
that  the  present  building  has  now  outlived  its  usefulness. 

The  following  information,  which  refers  to  the  period  16th 
May,  1938,  to  15th  May,  1939,  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr 
Peter  McIntyre,  M.R.C.V.S.,  Veterinary  Inspector. 


Class. 

Number 

Slaughtered. 

Number 

affected 

with 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Percentage 
affected 
with 
Tuber- 
culosis . 

Whole 

Carcases 

seized 

for 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Parts  of 
Carcases 
seized  for 
Tuber- 
culosis. 

Whole  • Parts  of 
Carcases  | Carcases 
seized  ! seized 
for  i for 

; diseases  i diseases 
iother  thanjother  than 
Tuber-  J Tuber- 
culosis. 1 culosis. 

Bullocks 

1,977 

199 

10.6 

1 

21 

1 

2 

Bulls, 

187 

47 

25.1 

— 

8 

2 

Cows, 

1,442 

730 

50.6 

33 

118 

10  i 

8 

Heifers. 

1,268 

174 

13.7 

3 

20 

1 

3 

Swine, 

2,926 

185 

6.3 

4 

1 

2 

6 

.Sheep, 

16,590 

— 

— 

— 

— 

32 

9 

Calves, 

1,413 

4 

0.28 

4 

U , 

— 

Total . 

25,803 

1,339 

5.18 

45 

168 

60 

30 

The  following  is  the  list  of  conditions  which  were  responsible 
for  the  total  or  partial  seizure  of  carcases: — 

Total  Seizure. — Tuberculosis,  44;  emaciation.  22;  de- 
composition, 9;  pyrexia,  9;  dropsy,  4;  immaturity,  4; 
peritonitis,  3;  injuries,  2;  joint  ill,  2;  imperfectly  bled.  1; 
jaundice,  1 ; pyaemia,  1. 

Partial  Seizure. — Tuberculosis,  168;  injuries,  18: 
adhesions,  9;  abscesses,  5. 

The  approximate  weight  of  meat  and  organs  destroyed 
during  the  year  was  29  tons,  17  cwts.,  8 lbs. 


Butchers’  Shops,  Etc. 

The  routine  inspection  of  meat  in  butchers’  shops,  cold  stores 
and  other  similar  premises  was  carried  out  as  usual,  by  the 
slaughterhouse  staff. 
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HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING. 

Nfw  Houses. — 

The  following  information  regarding  houses  certified  for 
occupancy  during  the  year  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  the 
Master  of  Works  : — 

Private  Enterprise  : — 45  houses. 

4 semi-detached  villas  of  3 apartments. 

1 lodge  at  Rankin  Hospital  of  3 apartments. 

7 bungalows  of  4 apartments. 

9 semi-detached  villas  of  4 apartments. 

3 semi-detached  villas  of  4 apartments. 

14  semi-detached  villas  of  5 apartments. 

3 bungalows  of  5 apartments. 

1 semi-detached  bungalow  of  5 apartments. 

1 semi-detached  villa  of  6 apartments. 

1 villa  of  7 apartments. 

1 altered  house  of  4 apartments. 

Local  Authority: — 261  houses. 

30  tenement  houses  of  3 apartments. 

70  tenement  houses  of  4 apartments. 

32  tenement  houses  of  5 apartments. 

Gibbshil  1 Scheme: — 

66  tenement  houses  of  3 apartments. 

Central  Area  Scheme: — 1st  Development. 

24  tenement  houses  of  3 apartments. 

39  tenement  houses  of  4 apartments. 


Inspection  of  District. — 

The  number  of  houses  inspected  for  the  purpose  of  the 
Housing  (Scotland)  Acts,  1925-35  was  126,  making  in  all  since 
1st  January,  1931,  a total  of  1,294. 

Tn  934  of  these  houses  action  has  already  been  taken,  leav- 
ing 360  to  be  dealt  with. 


Slum  Clearance. — 


The  total  number  of  houses  closed  during  the  year  was  209; 
these  were  occupied  by  275  families  comprising  1,157  persons. 


These  houses  were  situate  as  follows  :— 


John  Street  Area, 
Tobago  Street  Area,  - < 
Lower  Vennel  Area,  - 
Broad  Close  Area, 
Outwith  Clearance 
Areas,  - 


94  houses, 
51  houses, 
12  houses, 
5 houses, 

47  houses, 


13ft  families, 
64  families, 
15  families, 
5 families, 

53  families, 


4R9  persons. 
318  persons. 
50  persons. 
22  persons. 

278  persons, 
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All  of  these  families  were  rehoused  directly  or  indirectly 
through  the  operations  of  the  Local  Authority,  or  found 
accommodation  for  themselves. 

Overcrowding. — 

One  hundred  and  sixteen  cases  of  overcrowding  were 
relieved  as  a result  of  action  taken  by  the  Local  Authority 
during  the  year.  Fifty-three  of  these  cases  were  dealt  with  by 
direct  decrowding,  and  63  by  decanting. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  it  is  estimated  that  50  privately 
owned  houses  have  been  decrowded  in  consequence  of  action 
taken  by  the  Local  Authority;  the  total  number  of  houses 
therefore  affected  by  these  operations  is  166  involving  877 
persons. 

Since  the  survey  taken  in  1935,  562  houses  have  been  directly 
decrowded  as  follows  : — 


Number  of  Apartments. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Local  Authority  Houses,  .... 

1 

28 

234 

12 

— 

Privately  Owned  Houses,  .... 

166 

1 

99 

19 

4 

1 

194 

333 

31 

4 

In  addition  it  is  estimated  that  200  privately  owned  houses 
have  been  indirectly  decrowded  as  a result  of  the  Local 
Authority’s  operations. 

The  basis  on  which  this  decrowding  of  houses  including 
indirect  decrowding  was  arranged  has  been  as  follows: — 


Overcrowding  with  illness  factor,  -----  138 

Overcrowding  in  order  of  “ worst  overcrowding,”  - 192 

Correlation  of  decrowding  and  rehousing,  ...  232 

Overcrowding  relieved  incidently  to  other  operations,  - 200 


Total,  762 


In  200  cases  in  which  overcrowding  had  been  relieved,  the 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded ; the  reason  for  this  is 
largely  what  was  indicated  in  last  year’s  report. 
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Sub-Letting. — 

Sub-letting  still  continues  in  the  Local  Authority  Housing 
Schemes,  due  to  some  extent  to  members  of  the  family  getting 
married  and  taking  up  house  with  one  of  the  parents.  It  does 
not  seem  possible  to  deal  with  this  difficulty  at  present  without 
causing  great  hardship,  and  the  solution  is  the  provision  of 
more  houses. 


Town  Planning  : — 

No  further  progress  has  been  made  in  this  matter  since  the 
last  report. 


AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

The  responsibility  for  the  First  Aid  Service  under  the  A.R.P. 
organisation  has  been  placed  on  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
From  small  beginnings  this  responsibility  and  the  work  en- 
tailed thereby  have  grown  to  huge  dimensions,  and  it  would 
appear  that  this  service  will  become  a permanent  feature  of 
life  in  the  burgh.  Tt  has  obviously  come  to  stay  and  will  require 
to  be  further  developed  and  maintained  as  a running  concern, 
possibly  for  all  time. 

On  17th  August  the  first  class  in  anti-gas  instruction  for 
First  Aid  volunteers  was  held  in  the  A.R.P.  rooms  in  the 
Municipal  Buildings,  and  from  that  date  classes  were  carried 
on  continuously  until  the  end  of  the  year.  The  lecturer  was 
Mr  George  Bell. 

On  13th  October  the  premises  at  3 Shaw  Place,  recently 
vacated  by  Greenock  Children’s  Hospital,  were  brought  into 
commission  as  the  First  Aid  training  centre,  and  a continuous 
series  of  classes  in  this  subject  was  held  thereafter.  The 
lecturer  was  Dr.  LT.  F.  Kerr,  and  he  wras  assisted  by  three 
demonstrators,  Messrs  McLaren,  Shackelton  and  Thomson. 

These  classes  aroused  great  enthusiasm  for  the  work,  and  a 
constant  flow  of  volunteers  was  obtained.  At  31st  December 
110  men  and  348  women  had  volunteered  for  the  service,  88 
had  been  trained  in  Gas  and  First  Aid,  319  wrere  under  training, 
and  51  were  waiting  to  get  a place  in  the  classes. 
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The  training  provided  consists  officially  of  an  anti-gas  course 
of  five  2 hourly  lecture-demonstrations  held  twice  a week  in 
the  evening,  and  a First  Aid  course  comprising  ten  2 hourly 
periods  of  one  hour’s  lecture  and  one  hour’s  practical  work 
held  one  evening  per  week.  After  this  latter  course  there  is 
an  examination,  the  passing  of  which  entitles  the  volunteer  to 
a certificate  of  proficiency  issued  by  the  St.  Andrew’s 
Ambulance  Association. 

When  these  two  classes  have  been  completed,  the  volunteer 
becomes  entitled  to  the  well-known  A.R.P.  badge. 

Further  classes  of  instruction  for  those  who  have  taken  the 
two  classes  mentioned  will  be  available  in  the  future  in  (1) 
ambulance  driving  for  those  who  wish  to  take  this  work — 
applicants  must  be  good  car  drivers  and  hold  a current  driving 
licence:  (2)  auxiliary  nursing  for  women  who  wish  to  offer 
their  services  to  hospitals  in  time  of  an  emergency,  and  for 
those  who  desire  to  improve  their  qualifications  for  work  in  a 
First  Aid  post:  (3)  First  Aid  post  routine  to  familiarise  those 
who  elect  to  do  duty  in  a post  with  the  technique  of  dealing 
with  casualties  when  they  arrive  for  classification  and  treat- 
ment. 

At  the  time  of  the  September  crisis  a skeleton  scheme  of 
casualty  First  Aid  services  was  framed,  and  this  has  been 
amended  and  improved  in  accordance  with  the  recommenda- 
tions of  the  Central  Government  Departments,  from  time  to 
time,  but  could  not  at  the  end  of  the  year  be  said  to  be  in  its 
final  form. 

The  information  bureau  of  the  First  Aid  service  is  at  the 
Public  Health  Department.  4 Terrace  Road,  and  full  informa- 
tion on  all  matters  connected  with  the  service  is  obtainable 
there. 


FACTORIES  ACT. 

The  Factories  Act,  1937  has  extended  the  responsibility  of 
the  Local  Authority  with  respect  to  factories,  and  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  his  staff  were 
appointed  during  the  year  as  executive  officers  for  the  new 
duties. 

The  number  of  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  staff  was  527, 


Intimations  under  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act  1897 
were  found  necessary  in  ten  cases  as  follows: — 

(1)  Want  of  cleanliness,  ------  3 

(2)  Unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  conveniences,  - 3 

(3)  Other  nuisances,  - --  --  --  4 

The  terms  of  the  intimations  were  satisfactorily  complied 
with  in  all  cases  except  one  which  occurred  near  the  end  of  the 
period. 

One  list  involving  95  out-workers  and  one  involving  101  out- 
workers were  received  in  February  and  August  respectively, 
while  219  intimations  were  sent  to  other  Local  Authorities  in 
February  and  20  in  August.  The  work  engaged  in  by  these 
workers  included  knitting,  sewing  and  crocheting;  the  con- 
dition of  the  homes  of  those  resident  in  the  Burgh  were  entirely 
satisfactory. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 

A full  supply  of  water  for  domestic,  trade  and  mill 
power  purposes  was  maintained  during  the  year.  The 
minimum  amount  of  water  in  store  occurred  on  8th  January, 
when  there  was  150  days’  supply  in  the  various  reservoirs. 

The  average  consumpt  of  water  per  head  per  day  for 
domestic  purposes  was  approximately  40  gallons. 

Quarterly  analyses  of  the  water  from  the  different  sources 
of  supply  were  made  by  the  Public  Analyst,  and  these  showed 
that  it  was  in  all  respects  suitable  for  domestic  purposes. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  drainage  system  gave  satisfactory  service  during  the 
year.  No  trouble  was  experienced  and  it  was  not  found 
necessary  to  carry  out  any  special  work. 

The  initial  steps  to  provide  a sewer  for  the  drainage  of  that 
portion  of  the  Kip  valley  recently  brought  within  the  burgh 
were  taken. 


RIVERS  POLLUTION. 

No  complaint  was  received  during  the  year  with  regard  to 
pollution  of  streams  within  the  burgh. 

NUISANCES. 

No  medical  certificates  were  issued  with  regard  to 
nuisances  as  defined  in  the  Public  Health  (Scotland)  Act,  1897. 
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METEOROLOGY. 

The  following  information  has  been  kindly  supplied  by  Mr 
James  McAlister,  M.Inst.C.E.,  Engineer  and  Superintendent  of 
Water  Works,  regarding  meteorological  data  for  1938.  The 
leadings  were  all  taken  at  Prospecthill  filters  which  are 
situated  about  two  hundred  feet  above  sea  level. 


Month. 

Air  Pressure. 
Mean 

Reading  at 
Station 
Level  and 
32°  C. 

Air  Temperature. 
Mean  of 

Rainfall 

in 

inches. 

] Number 
| of  days  on 
which  0.01 
1 or  more 
fell. 

Humidit} 
per  cent. 

Uright 

Sunshine 

Hours. 

Maximum. 

Minimum. 

■January, 

29.645 

45.9 

37.2 

10.14 

; 27 

84 

26.4 

February, 

30.2(17 

46.0 

36.7 

4.3  > 

15 

80 

40.8 

March, 

30.055 

51.2 

43.2 

6.62 

23 

88 

60.2 

April. 

30.345 

53.1 

40.5 

0.85 

6 

69 

178.4 

May, 

29.945 

56.4 

43.6 

3.90 

18 

73 

175.7 

J line, 

29.878 

60. 5 

48.7 

7.39 

2 2 

78 

161.8 

•July. 

29.843 

63.7 

51.6 

4.57 

s7 

79 

102.6 

August, 

29.966 

65.6 

52  6 

2.48 

16 

SO 

181.6 

September, 

29.948 

61.4 

51.0 

5.03 

18 

85 

102.0 

October. 

29.665 

51.9 

45.7 

11.72 

27 

83 

72.1 

November 

29.570 

50.5 

42.8 

12.37 

28 

86 

-20  9 

r>eeemb''r 

29.777 

41.4 

36.5 

6.73 

19 

S7 

,M  1 

The  total  rainfall  amounted  to  76.13  inches  as  compared 
with  45.48  inches  during  1937  and  63.05  inches,  the  mean  of  the 
45  years  1890-1934. 


PROPAGANDA. 

A supply  of  leaflets  was,  as  formerly,  kept  exposed  to  view 
at  the  Public  Health  Offices,  along  with  numerous  posters. 
These  leaflets  dealt  with  a variety  of  health  subjects  and  were 
largely  taken  advantage  of  by  callers.  The  various  clinics  also 
distributed  a large  amount  of  suitable  literature. 

Large  posters  dealing  with  different  aspects  of  the  Public 
Health  Department’s  activities  were  shown  on  frames 
throughout  the  burgh.  Posters  dealing  with  venereal  diseases 
were  kept  exhibited  in  all  public  conveniences. 

As  formerly,  the  “ health  bulletin  ” was  published  by  the 
courtesy  of  the  “ Greenock  Telegraph.”  This  contains 
statistical  information  regarding  births,  deaths,  and  infectious 
disease,  along  with  any  comments  or  advice  on  health  matters 
which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  considers  fit  and 
necessary. 
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APPENDIX. 


TABLE  I.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 


(A)  BIRTHS.  DEATHS  and  MARRIAGES. 


i Numbers 
Registered 
in 

District. 

Transfers. 

Corrected  Number. 

Out. 

1 In. 

Both 

Sexes. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total  Births  (including 

Illegitimate),  - 

1,613 

27 

30 

1,646 

844 

802 

lllegitiniaie  Births,  - 

70 

3 

7 

74 

36 

38 

.Marriages,  - 

562 

1 ... 

Deaths, 

1,068 

87 

61 

1,042 

561 

481 

(B)  DEATHS  and  DEATH-RATES  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 


AtiP.s. 

Population 
t stimnted  at 
Mid-Year  by 
M.O.H 

i Nutpler 
of 

j Deaths. 

Percentage 

of 

Total  Deaths. 

Death-rate 
per  1000  of 
the 

Population. 

Average 
Death  rate 
per  1000  of 
population 
during 
preceding 
5 years 

Under  1 Year,  - 

1,810 

123 

11.80 

67.95 

91.41 

From  1 — 5 Years, 

6.408 

40 

3.84 

6.24 

10.13 

..  5-10  ,, 

8,425 

16 

1.54 

1.89 

2.45 

,,  10-15  ,, 

8,207 

11 

1.06 

1.34 

2.04 

15-25  ,, 

14,496 

56 

5.37 

3.86 

3.92 

11,917 

55 

5.28 

4.61 

4.69 

..  35  45  , 

10.089 

69 

6.62 

6.83 

7.82 

„ 45-55  „ 

8,860 

95 

9.12 

10.73 

11.94 

,,  55—65  „ 

6,386 

154 

14.78 

21.11 

24.21 

• • 6*)~  It)  y y 

3,456 

210 

20.15 

60.76 

67.06 

f i 8 •)  1 1 

1,104 

180 

17.27 

163.04 

145.74 

,,  85  and  over, 

149 

83 

3.17 

221.47 

273.56 

TOTAL. 

81,297 

1,042 

100.00 

12.81 

14.22 

! ABLE  II. — CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (corrected  for  Transfers) — REGISTRAR  GENERAL  — 1938 
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TAB!  E IV.  — POPULATION  AND  PRINCIPAL  RATES 
PER  1,000-REGISTRAR  GENERAL—  1 881-1938. 


Year. 

. 

Population. 

Death-rate. 

Birth-rate. 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate. 

1 u.  ticuiosis 
Death-rate. 

Pulmonary.-.,  ^°Ij" 

J Pulmonary. 

1861-1885 

71,578 

22.19 

38  01 

139 

2 35 

0.96 

1885-1890 

72,073 

18  92 

32.23 

127 

2 03 

0.69 

1891 

63.432 

22  54 

32. 55 

163 

1.S2 

0.56 

1S92 

03,027 

19.74 

35.83 

1 16 

2.01 

0.65 

1893 

62,713 

20.90 

32.96 

134 

1.59 

0.65 

189  + 

62  4i  0 

19.23 

32.20 

133 

2.09 

0.49 

IS95 

62.090 

23  uG 

33.84 

152 

1.62 

0.82 

1891-1895 

62,732 

21.09 

33.47 

139 

1.32 

0.63 

1899 

61.781 

17.84 

33  08 

120 

1.76 

0.55 

1897 

61,475 

22. 1 7 

33.05 

159 

2.06 

0.68 

1898 

61,170 

21.38 

35.20 

136 

2.07 

0.83 

IS99 

67.269 

19.64 

31.01 

142 

1.70 

O.  S3 

1900 

67.776 

lit.  18 

32.50 

130 

1.59 

0.84 

1896-1900 

63,894 

20  04 

32. S6 

137 

1.83 

0.74 

1901 

68,26  + 

19  45 

29.84 

132 

1.  + 6 

0.90 

1902 

68,756 

19.85 

31.74 

122 

1.S1 

0.94 

1903 

69,252 

18.93 

29. 56 

144 

l.«8 

O.SO 

1904 

69,749 

1 7 . 65 

30.09 

123 

1.20 

0.93 

1905 

70.258 

18.78 

30.49 

1 IB 

1.31 

1.05 

1901-1905 

69,254 

18.93 

30.34 

127 

1.49 

0.92 

190(3 

70,758 

17.89 

32.21 

127 

1 34 

1 25 

1907 

71.269 

17.79 

30.25 

10+ 

1.54 

1.08 

1908 

71,783 

17.00 

30.31 

118 

1.21 

1.12 

1909 

73,21  + 

1 5.6 1 

20.73 

95 

1.09 

1.09 

1910 

74.667 

18.87 

2S.S5 

129 

1.16 

0.96 

1906-1910 

72  338 

17.31 

29.67 

114 

1.26 

1 10 

1911 

75,028 

18.44 

30.73 

113 

1.50 

0.95 

1912 

76.337 

18.70 

31.30 

119 

1.44 

1 02 

1913 

77.166 

IS.  22 

31.03 

116 

1.47 

0.86 

191  + 

77.042 

18.04 
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1' ABLE  V.— SOURCES  OF  NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES-  1938 
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Enteric  Fever, 
Diphtheria,  - 
Scarlet  Fever, 
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Puerperal  Pyre: 
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Dysentery,  - 
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TABLE  VI.— MONTHLY  INCIDENCE  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES — 1938. 
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2 Cases  had  Scarlet  Fever  and  Chickenpox.  2 Cases  had  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

1 Case  had  Scarlet  Fever  and  Whooping  Cough.  2 Cases  had  Chickenpox  and  Mumps. 

Each  of  these  diseases  has  been  entered  as  a separate  case  in  the  above  table. 


TABLE  VIII.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  RATES  1900  193S. 
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